
  

St. Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

May 24, 2020 

8:30 AM 

“...the God of all grace, who has called you  

to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself  

restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.” 
                                                                        1 Peter 5:10 
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OUR MISSION   
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming  

Christ crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  
  

WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We welcome all who worship with us today. We gather as the Body of Christ to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice 
of thanksgiving and praise to God. Ushers are available to answer any of your questions. The church is equipped 
with a hearing impaired system.  If you need a listening device, it may be obtained from an usher. In the minutes 
prior to the beginning of each service, the doors to the nave are closed, and quiet is encouraged. Music is offered 
which prepares worshipers to receive God’s gifts from His Hand – the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

Everyone is asked to sign the Attendance Record found at the end of each pew or row of chairs.  Please sign 
this record and pass it down to those beside you during the announcements. As it is returned, please note who 
is worshipping with you. The Attendance Record helps worshipers to put names and faces together. We make 
new friends in this way and grow in care for each other.   

  

Celebrating Holy Communion: We believe, teach, and confess Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. 
All baptized Christians, who share this belief, are invited to receive Jesus as He comes in the Holy Communion 
to forgive the sins of the penitent. Children and others who are not yet receiving the sacrament, or who choose 
not to commune with us, are invited to come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest. After 
receiving the host in your outstretched hands, please eat the host if you wish to drink from the first cup, the 
metal chalice. Please hold the host if you wish to dip your host in the second cup, the ceramic chalice. Those 
unable to drink wine are urged simply to touch their host to the outside of the cup prior to eating. 
 

The altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God and given by Dave Davis in honor  of Peggy Davis’ 
birthday, and by Mike and Mandy Harrington in loving memory of Christine Crocker, Mandy’s grandmother. 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! On this 7th Sunday of Easter, we rejoice that the 
Crucified, Risen, and Ascended Lord Jesus prays for His one Church. In the second lesson, St. Peter reminds the 
Church on earth that we possess the holy cross, meaning that suffering comes to Christ's Church when she is 
faithful to her calling. Until Christ returns in glory, the old evil one still prowls throughout the world seeking 
to devour whomever he can. The Church on earth resists his rapacious hunger and relentless attacks with faith 
in the Crucified Jesus, who is risen and ascended. We believe, teach, and confess that Christ will return in glory 
to cast out forever the one whom He has already defeated. Sin and death will be no more, and Christ's Church 
will rise to live eternally!  
 

I will strive to …… Pray daily 
            Worship weekly 
                                 Read the Bible 
                                 Serve at and beyond St. Matthew’s 
                                 Be in Relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others    
                          Give of my time, talents and resources  

 



Portions of today’s liturgy and hymns are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, and 
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing Liturgy license 
#000010164, Concordia Publishing Hymn license #100010164, Augsburg Fortress license #9245-L, Augsburg Fortress 
license #26780, and CCLI license #2014768. 
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(* Please stand as you are able.)     
                                              

Silence for Meditation      
      

PRELUDE      
                                  

WELCOME  
(Please sign the Attendance Record pad, and pass it along your pew.)    
 

* THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
 love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
 sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 Most merciful God,  
Congregation: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
 you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  
 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
* OPENING HYMN                                   Open Our Eyes, Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
* THE GREETING                                 
Pastor: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all. 
Congregation:   And also with you. 
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* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:               O King of glory and Lord of countless angels, in triumph you ascended to the highest heaven. 
    Abandon us not to be orphans, but keep your Father's promise to send your Spirit of Truth. 
    You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Congregation: Amen.  
 
FIRST LESSON:  Acts 1:12-26     
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey 
away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John 
and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon  
the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers 
(the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 
Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired 
a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become 
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’ 21 So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism 
of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.  
24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 
chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”  
26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 68:1-10 
God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; 
    and those who hate him shall flee before him! 
As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away; 
    as wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall perish before God! 
But the righteous shall be glad; 
    they shall exult before God; they shall be jubilant with joy! 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
    lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 
his name is the Lord; exult before him! 
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
    is God in his holy habitation. 
God settles the solitary in a home; 
    he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
    but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 
O God, when you went out before your people, 
    when you marched through the wilderness,  
the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, 
    before God, the One of Sinai, 
    before God, the God of Israel. 
Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad; 
    you restored your inheritance as it languished; 
your flock found a dwelling in it; 
    in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   
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SECOND LESSON:  1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11  
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 
glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit 
of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a 
meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  
17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome 
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of 
the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good. 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at 
the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded;  
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him,  
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 
the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE VERSE                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Pastor:                 The HOLY GOSPEL according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 
Congregation:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  John 17:1-11      
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify  
your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 6 “I 
have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is 
from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not 
praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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* THE HYMN OF THE DAY     Crown Him with Many Crowns (vs. 1-3)                                        LBW 170 
 

THE SERMON                                          Dying to Rise: Eternally                                              Pr. Zumwalt 
 

* THE HYMN OF THE DAY     Crown Him with Many Crowns (vs. 4-6)                                        LBW 170 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
* THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

* THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Assisting Minister:  Lord, in your mercy.   
Congregation:        Hear our prayers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
Congregation:  And also with you.   
 

THE OFFERING                                  Change My Heart, Oh God                            Espinosa, arr. Shanfelt 
                                                                           Becky Howard 
 

* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Assisting Minister:  Blessed are you,  
Congregation:        O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
           with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
           to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 
                      himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

* COMMUNION  
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.   People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.    People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. People:   It is right to give him thanks and  praise. 
Pastor:   It is indeed right...thanks and praise. People:   Amen. 
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* THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
Pastor:     You are indeed holy...now and forever.  
Congregation:  Amen. 
         

* THE LORDS PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION SONG                   One Bread, One Body 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Assisting Minister:  Lord Jesus, you prepared this holy meal to help each one know that you still abide with us. 
           Use this food to fulfill your prayer that we may all be one in you. You are the Lord forevermore.   
Congregation:        Amen. 
 

Congregation:        I will strive to pray daily, worship weekly, read the Bible, serve at and beyond St. 
           Matthew’s, be in relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others, and give of my 
           time, talents, and resources. 
 

* THE  BENEDICTION   
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* CLOSING HYMN                         Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* THE DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                               
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LESSONS for NEXT WEEK:  
Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 25:1-15; Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 
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Dying to Rise: Eternally 
 

Praying 
 

“Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens so that he might fill 
all creation with his presence: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his 
Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.” (The Daily Prayer of the Church, 1340). 
 

Listening 
 

1 Peter 4:12 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you...” 
 

St. Hilary [Early 5th century Bishop of Arles, France]: “The trials and temptations which come to Christians 
are nothing new. The prophets of the Old Testament suffered exactly the same things. All such trials find their 
meaning and culmination in the cross of Christ. The servant is not greater than his master. If Christ suffered, 
how can we expect to get off any more lightly?” (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 1 Peter, 118). 
 

1 Peter 5:6  “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God…” 
 

St. John Chrysostom [Late 4th - early 5th century Patriarch of Constantinople, Turkey]: “Peter says that this will 
happen in due time, because he is teaching them that they will have to wait until the next life for this exaltation” (124). 
 

1 Peter 5:8 “...Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour…” 
 

St. Basil the Great [4th century Bishop of Caesarea Mazaca, Turkey]: “That the devil wanders over all the earth under 
heaven and ranges about like a mad dog, seeking whom he may devour, we learn from the very story of Job” (124). 
 

1 Peter 5:9 “Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering….” 
 

St. Hilary of Arles: “There is a world of difference between God and the devil. If you resist God, he will destroy 
you, but if you resist the devil, you will destroy him” (125). 
 

1 Peter 5:10 “And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you….” 
 

St. Clement [Late 2nd – early 3rd century theologian and catechist in Alexandria, Egypt}: “He is called the God 
of all grace because he is good and the giver of all good things” (125). 
 

Reflecting 
 

1.   What distinctions exist between suffering for Christ, with Christ, and not on account of Christ?  
  
2.   How seriously do I take the persistent attacks of the devil and my need to resist him with faith in Jesus 

Christ the Lord? 
 

3.   What is the difference between being humbled by God and approaching Him with humility? 
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Learning  
 
Table of Duties 
 
Certain passages of Scripture for Various Holy Orders and Positions, by Which These People Are to Be 
Admonished, as a Special Lesson, about Their Office and Service  
 
For Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers 
 
“Therefore, an overseer [pastor] must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive. He must 
not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine 
and also to rebuke those who contradict it” (1 Timothy 3:2-4, 6; Titus 1:9) (Luther’s Small Catechism).  
 
Doing 

 
1. Pray for every unbaptized child you know and for the child’s parents, too. 

 
2. Pray for your unchurched loved ones and friends. Invite one or more of them to worship. 

  
3. Discuss with your spouse, your family, or a friend the necessity of having bishops, pastors, and preachers 

in Christ’s Church. Pay attention to the particulars of Paul’s instruction to Timothy and Titus. Discuss the 
pros and cons of each of the qualifications. This discussion could take place at mealtime over several days. 
Be sure to pray for the pastors who serve this congregation. 

 
4. If you feel safe to resume worshiping at St. Matthew’s, then continue to be mindful of dear ones who are not 

yet able to do so. Please leave the circular drive open for those who will still drive through for communion. 
Observe the necessary precautions of social distancing, washing hands, wearing masks as you move at a 
safe distance into and from the nave, and not gathering closely together inside. 

 
5.   Set aside time daily, preferably first thing, but when you are able to focus, to hear the Word of God, to reflect 

upon that Word, and to ask the Holy Spirit to grant you grace to be shaped by and conformed to that Word. 
Daily Bible readings may be found at www.stmatthewsch.org. If you haven’t previously done so, please 
ask for a devotional booklet when you drive through to receive the Body and Blood of Christ this weekend. 
Daily lectionary readings are on p.189 in the front of the Lutheran Book of Worship (Year Two and Week 
of 7 Easter). 

 
For Husbands and Wives 
 
Repeat daily: “I (name) take you (name) to be my wedded wife (husband), to have and to hold from this day 
forward; for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to love and to cherish until death 
do us part, according to God’s holy ordinance, and thereto I pledge you my faith.” 

http://www.stmatthewsch.org

