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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

 
 
 
 
 

College 
 

Kelly Fuqua, daughter of Lea Shipman, graduated from Campbell University after completing a five year program 
receiving both undergraduate and graduate degrees. She received a BBA in Trust and Wealth and Pre-Law with minors 
in accounting and financial planning, and an MBA in General Business. She is currently employed at Busey Bank in 
Edwardsville, IL.   

Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Need a mask?  
Chrisikindlmarkt has you ’covered’!   

 

Christkndlmarkt has a supply of face masks 
available on the table by the first entrance (near the 

front offices). Some are Large for men. Some are 
cute for children. A suggested donation of $5 per 
mask will be used to help with CKM seed money.  

Check them out and enhance your mask wardrobe! 

Congratulations to… 
 

Jerry and Sarah Knoll, and grandparents 
Andy and Helen Knoll, on the birth of 
Page Branson Knoll, born June 19th. 

 
 
 
 
Dear St. Matthew’s family, 
 

 My time at St. Matthew’s as Youth and Family Director has been a joy and a blessing. People always aspire to 
have a job where they look forward to going in everyday, and my job was that for me. I feel very blessed to have 
been a small part of you and your families lives, and will treasure all the memories the years have provided.  
 

 Thank you for all your well wishes and the generous love gift you gave me. 
 

                             Love and God’s peace,  
                             Nancy Magruder 

         If you would like to sing or play an   
 instrument during worship in July or  
 August, here is your chance! We need  
 your participation on Saturdays at the 6pm  
 service, and/or Sundays at 8:30 and 11am.   
 Contact Jan Betts (620-0859 or  
 janybea911@gmail.com) or Bill Glisson  

        (233-1309 or bglisson1@aol.com). 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

A few weeks ago as we read from Martin Luther’s Table of Duties in the Small Catechism, we read this passage to 
citizens from Paul’s first letter to Timothy. 
 

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,  
2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior” (1 Timothy 2:1-3). 
  

On that Sunday, I heard all those passages differently because of the level of social unrest in our nation, the greatest 
since my early teenage years in the 1960s. For longer than three years, the political rhetoric has grown more and more 
heated. The losing candidate in the 2016 presidential election has spent years blaming everyone and everything except 
herself for having lost to the winner. The dominant voices in Hollywood, the media, academia, entertainment, and 
even sports have stoked their hatred and disdain for the current resident of the White House. This has not helped… 
especially when bishops and pastors share publicly their profound dislike of the President of the United States… because 
all of the bitter language has divided this nation. Many have violated the 8th commandment by repeating loudly and 
often what turned out to be half-truths and outright lies. I don’t like to think about how it will be after the election. 
  

Luther’s Table of Duties reminds us of the web of vocations into which we are born and in which we live. As 
baptized children of God, we are made members of the one Church that transcends space and time. As humans born at a 
particular time and in particular places, one of our key vocations is citizenship. This means we live out our days within 
particular borders. One grandmother was born in Germany, but she became an American citizen. One grandfather was 
born in Sicily, but he became an American citizen. Neither lost her or his native tongue, but each acquired a new 
language which was always spoken with an accent. When confronted with anti-German prejudice during WWII, 
she would take out a picture of my Army nurse mother in uniform and say: “Ve are loyal Americans.” To earn his 
American citizenship, my paternal step-grandfather wore an American uniform during WWI. They left behind their 
old citizenship when they immigrated. They loved the flag, the national anthem, and the opportunities of this land. 
  

Having the American flag in the nave doesn’t bother me, because St. Matthew’s building is located in this country 
and is comprised almost totally of U.S. citizens. We don’t worship the flag. We honor it. We don’t idolize the United 
States of America. We love our native land, its laws, its traditions, and consider it a gift from the Father’s gracious 
hand to be citizens of a land that has, to this time, recognized that the freedom to worship is an inalienable right 
of every human being. Those little Caesars who have tried to control and limit worship during COVID-19 have 
been shown in recent weeks to be the worst hypocrites. 

  

Government exists for the sole purpose of rewarding good and punishing evil, for the protection of the weak 
and the removal of oppressors. Good government serves God’s good and gracious will for all people regardless 
of creed. Bad government produces bad laws, bad court rulings, and bad actions that harm many neighbors. 
Good government, as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would surely remind us today, is colorblind. Good character 
should be rewarded. Bad character should be punished. Good leaders serve good order. Bad leaders, like the 
worst mayors in our largest cities, are afraid to act in the face of chaos. 
  

People from every interest group in America know that George Floyd’s murder by a bad cop must be punished 
not only for justice’s sake but as a deterrent to those who would misuse the power with which they have been 
entrusted. Most people, especially those citizens most affected by riots, burning, looting, and further violence, 
agree a greater injustice has been done by those who have hijacked or encouraged the kind of “burn it all down”  
blood lust more typical of the French or Bolshevik Revolutions than ours. 
  

Remembering the past with all its warts is necessary that we may learn not to repeat it in the same ways. America 
is not a racist nation. Our system of government and constitution have been copied more than any other for a reason. 
We believe that the freedoms we enjoy are God’s good and gracious will for all people. When we have failed, we 
have grown into these self-evident truths that all people are created equal and endowed by their Creator (whether 
they know Him or not) with life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We fought a war to end slavery and to restore 
the nation. We elected a black president, many black men and women to the legislative branch, two black Supreme 
Court justices and many other judges in the judicial branch, and have seen the great success and leadership of black 
men and women in every arena of our life together. Tearing down statues is a childish temper tantrum by those who 
have never learned our history with all of its joys and sorrows, its greatest accomplishments, and worst betrayals. 
Removing names from buildings and military bases shows the worst sort of political pandering without recognition 
of how the institutions bearing those names have been marked by the noble, selfless servants who labored in and 
from those places for good. In other words, Americans rehabilitated those names. 
 

This is an election year, and everything said and done ought to be critically viewed by Christians as to how these 
serve the common good and how they do not. In our home, we have pondered whether it might be possible for 
those most harmed by riots, looting, burning, and violence to bring class action lawsuits against not only the 
movements and string pullers behind them but also those who have served as cheerleaders for the chaos in the 
service of their own political axes. For instance, many corporate dollars sent to the Black Lives Matter movement 
actually have ended up in the coffers of the blue political party.                               (continued on next page) 



A Letter from your Congregational President – June 15, 2020 
 

The Special Congregational Meeting at which we will decide which Lutheran denomination is the best fit for St. 
Matthew’s has been delayed twice now by COVID-19. Your Congregation Council is giving this next meeting the ut-
most attention to ensure we can safely meet in person. We have been in consultation with the NC Synod about the abil-
ity to conduct electronic or telephonic meetings, which are permitted by the State of NC and our church constitution.   
 

Working within these guidelines, Council is determined to ensure that the meeting be conducted in a manner which 
best serves our members. After all, this will be the most significant decision this congregation has made in many, 
many years. We are tentatively looking at August 16th for the next meeting. We will be able to make a better 
decision on this date after Gov. Cooper announces Phase 3 reopening plans on June 19th. 
 

Way back on April 19th we communicated the results of a denomination choice survey which resulted in a tie 
between the LCMS and NALC. Council members had many conversations with members about the survey 
and its results. We learned members appreciated the comparison chart, but there was confusion with taking the 
survey, which explained why many people did not complete it.    
 

The Executive Team also consulted with our Parliamentarian about the 40% participation rate and the lack of a clear 
denomination preference. Based on this information, we received guidance on an alternate way to bring a motion 
to the congregation for a vote in line with Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 

After further deliberation at the May Council meeting, a decision was made to change how the congregation will vote 
on the denomination choice. Council members feel that this revision will simplify the process and let St. Matthew’s 
members make their choice independent of a specific denomination recommendation from council.  
 

OLD PROCESS 
1.   Council presents a motion to continue the process to disaffiliate from the ELCA. 
2.   Voting members vote on the motion.  
3.   If a two-thirds majority of voting members present vote “Yes,” then Council will present a motion to 
      affiliate with the NALC. 
4.   This motion must pass by a simple majority. 
5.   If the motion to affiliate with the NALC fails, then a motion to affiliate with the LCMS will be made 
 and presumably pass. 

 

NEW PROCESS 
1. (Unchanged) Council presents a motion to continue the process to disaffiliate from the ELCA. 
2. (Unchanged) Voting members vote on the motion. 
3. (Changed) If a two-thirds majority of voting members present vote “Yes,” then Council will present a 

motion to affiliate with EITHER the NALC or the LCMS. 
4. (Changed) Affiliation with the denomination receiving the most votes will be pursued.  

 

If you are at all concerned with this change, please contact me. I am more than happy to hear your thoughts! 
 

Beth Hales 

This Fourth of July, and in the weeks that follow, give God thanks and praise for the gift of being an American 
citizen. Fly your flag proudly and celebrate the far greater good the Lord God has done in and through this nation 
made up of people born in bondage to sin. Celebrate our history and traditions by reading biographies of great 
leaders like Washington and Lincoln. Read also the stories of many other flawed men and women, who loved 
their country and neighbors more than self and more than life.  
 

Two of my grandparents and many more ancestors immigrated to this land and bloomed where they were planted. 
Some emigrated from Asia much earlier and were at home here centuries before the Europeans. As Paul reminded 
Timothy so I remind you, pray for our leaders and for yourselves. To those who think the grass is greener on 
the other side of the globe or hemisphere, go for it, please. As for the rest of us, take a look at which politicians 
love this country and want the best for all people. Then, vote this fall! 
 

I love you, 
 
 
Pr. Sam Zumwalt+ 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net  

mailto:szumwalt@bellsouth.net


 
 

 

 Our Christian sympathy is extended to…  

 

     Mary McSwain on the death of her brother, Robert Gribble 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 

Dale Blade 
Jane Bruce 
Bob Byrne 

Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 

Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 

Wayne McDougald 
Virginia Parisek 
Doris Prillaman 

Nancy Fauser 
Alan Hunsberger 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Micki Matthess 
Keith Farmer 
Vivian Alexander 
Donna Siegmund 
Judy Benson 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Doris Ullman 
Joanne & Morris Johnson 

Ken Manning 
Jack and Marie Loflin 
Harry Comeskey 
Stephanie Price 
Frank Gray 
Max Labriola 
Pat Mahl 
Margaret French 
Jan Magnus 
Eisley McCombs 
Bill Baldwin 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 

David Medlin 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 
Ed Ludacer 
Patty Macino 
Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
John Tullous 
Walt Brehm 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Ruth Rice 
Al Birnstein 

Lois & Pr. Bob Kuppler 
Dusty Pilcher 
Arthur Pease 
Sue Miller 
Jane Dove 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Arlene Robie 
Janet Hall 
Fran Perry 
Laura Gray 
Arthur Moore  

Debby Young 
Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Jake Bruce 
Jay Franks 
Bob Mantei 
Jeff Turner 
Roger Benson 
Michael Benoit 
Peggy Hoffman 
Helen Adrian 
Krista Gutierrez 

Matthew Hall 
Tim Christianson 
Ron Bloom 
David Miller, Jr. 
Tina Medlin 
Greg Phillips 
Lisa Cardona 
Angela Gallimore 
Jackie Phillips 
Bonnie Gaspari 
Melvin Proctor 
Marie Gillory 

Elise Thompson 
Jack Bell 
Chip White 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Stan Brunt, Sr.  
Lisa Holgerson 
Joe Huppmann 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Steve Mitchell 

Richard Truax 
Sophia Pilcher 
Susan Strickland 
Paul Rady 
Donna Franklin 
Bessie King 
Betsy Miller 
Russ Kuhn 
Dick Williams 
Rod Andrew 

 

Church Council Meeting  
 

At the regular meeting Council approved the following: 
 

 The recommendation of the Finance Team that $800 of the May net profit was internally reclassified as a 
charitable contribution to Camp Agape. This is in lieu of benevolence to the Synod, due to the cancellation 
of summer camp. The funds had been paid out of Mission Trips and Retreats earlier this year.  

 

 The bid by Waldkirch and Saunders to replace the failed lintel beams over the choir room windows, 
estimated at $42,287. The Finance Team recommends payment for the repairs from the Contingency 
Fund, while at the same time asking members for contributions to replenish the reserve.  

 

 The expenditure of a $3,000 installment to Grace Baptist Church for the grand piano from the Organ 
fund. Additional payments of $3,000 each will be made in 2021 and 2022. 

  

 
Operating Fund 
Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

May 2020 
 

          Month 

50,898.20 
36,820.64 

 

14,077.56 

 
          YTD 

204,864.82 
194,576.33 

 

10,288.49 



 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Kelsie Johns 
1 Denise Benoit 
2 Al Birnstein 
2 Lea Shipman 
3 Needham Hall 
6 Bob Byrne 

6 Carrie McDonough 
6 Pr. Peter Hoyer 
8 Larry Troutman 
9 Marie Loflin 
10 Kay Rose 
10 Lois Kuppler 
10 Thomas Weybrecht 
11 Judy Daniels 
12 Connie Bankert 
16 Vivian Alexander 
17 Randy Magruder 
17 Elsie Shaver 
 

18  Lexi Pollard 
18 Todd Darnell 
19 Rhonda Mough 
19 Mike Thompson 
19 Andy Rappold 
20  Don Butzin 
21 Kristen Lupo 
23 Nancy Fauser 
24 Dave Davis 
24 Garrison Beall 
25 Harry Comeskey 
25 Clare Zumwalt 
26 Sherri Hiler 

 1 Howard and Lani Beuerman 
2      Greg and Donna Adams 
3 Paul and Sue Mowrey 
11 John and Amy Beall 
12 David and Keri Rutland 
13 Jennifer and Scott Sumner 
16 Larry and Pat Mahl 

16 Todd and Melissa Shaver 
17 Jim and Janet Tweedy 
18 Alan and Beverly Hunsberger 
21 Doug and Bruni Kline 
27 Gary and Sonja Stroehl 
29 Lon and Nell Ostby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions about Stephen Ministry—Part I 
  

What exactly is Stephen Ministry? 

Stephen Ministry is a ministry at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in which trained and supervised lay persons, 

called Stephen Ministers, provide one-to-one Christian care to individuals facing life challenges or difficulties. 
  

Who is involved? 

Stephen Leaders are the ones who oversee and direct our Stephen Ministry. They recruit, select, train, organize 

and supervise our Stephen Ministers, identify people in need of care, and match them with a Stephen Minister. 

St. Matthew’s has three Stephen Leaders: Pastor Sam, Ana Maria Jackson, and Jon Lindsay. 

  

Stephen Ministers are the caregivers. They have engaged in 50 hours of training in Christian caregiving, including 

general topics such as listening, feelings, boundaries, assertiveness, and using Christian resources in caregiving. In 

addition, their training covered specialized topics such as ministering to the divorced, hospitalized, bereaved, and aging. 

  

Care receivers are the recipients of Stephen Ministers’ care. They are people from our church or community 

who are experiencing divorce, grief, loss of a job, loneliness, hospitalization, terminal illness, or any of a number of 

other life difficulties. Stephen Ministers usually meet with their care receivers once a week for about an hour 

for as long as the care receivers will benefit by the relationship. Stephen Leaders are listeners and hold all your 

information in the strictest of confidence! 

  

In the next few articles, we will discuss what Stephen Ministers do, trusting a Stephen Minister, what the Pastor’s role 

is, and some background information about how Stephen Ministry came about. If you need or want a Stephen Minister 

or know someone who may need one, please contact Ana Marie Jackson, Pastor Sam, or Jon Lindsay. We can help. 

  

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 

and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. 

                              Ephesians 4:11-12 



Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Svc 

2   
11:30 Quilt Ministry 
 
 
 

3 Office Closed 
 

4    July 4th 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

 

5     5th Sunday  
     after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
  
 

 

6    
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

7 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Joyful Noise 
 

8 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
11:00 Finance Team 
12:00 Healing Svc 
 

9 
11:30 Quilt Ministry 
6:30 Council 
 

10 
 

 
 

11 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

12  6th Sunday 
    after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 
 

13   
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 

14   
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 

15 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Svc. 

       

16   
11:30 Quilt Ministry 

 

17   
 

18  
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 

19  7th Sunday 
    after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

 

20 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 CKM Leaders 
 

21 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Joyful Noise 
6:30 Stephen Ministry  
 

22 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Svc 

 
 

23 
11:30 Quilt Ministry 
 

24 
 
 

25 
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 

26  8th Sunday  
      after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

 

27 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

28 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
 

29 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Svc 
 

 
         

30 
11:30 Quilt Ministry 
 
 

 
 

 

31  


