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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are unable to make it to church at this time and would like to sign up for altar flowers  
or as a Sunday School sponser, please contact Donna Capozio at 791-4582 or  

dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org as soon as possible to ensure you get the date(s) you would like.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

We rejoice at the baptism of Jonathan Robert Bishton on October 11th. Jonathan is the son Todd and Sarah 

Bishton, and brother of Zach and Thomas. We welcome Jonathan Robert to the body of Christ and to the 

St. Matthew’s Church Family. 



















Pr. Joel and Judy Kettner, transferred back to St. Matthew’s in August  from Grace Lutheran Church, Destin, FL, 

and Joe Huppmann, was received on St. Matthew’s Sunday, September 20th. 

2) You may pay the cost and let Samaritan’s Purse fill a box for you. Each box will cost $25 to fill. Please 

make checks out to St. Matthew’s and designate Operation Christmas Child on the memo line.  
 

The deadline for both options is Sunday, November 22nd. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Daniels.  

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes will be a little different 

this year, and can choose the option you prefer:  
 

1) As in the past, you may fill shoe box and return to church. 

Empty shoeboxes can be picked up in the Commons. 

The Altar Flower sign-up sheet is posted in the  
Commons. Several dates are still open.  

As a reminder, you do not need to have a  
specific occasion to sign-up. You may simply  

dedicate the flowers to the Glory of God.  

Thank you to all the sponsors who signed up through  
December 2020! The January-May 2021 Sunday 

School Sponsor sign-up has been posted  
on the big board in the Commons.  



Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,” (Heb. 12:1). 
 

Having listed in chapter 11 some of the most prominent names in the Old Testament and how they lived with hope 
in God’s promise, the Hebrews writer (possibly Apollos mentioned in 1 Corinthians) reminds his readers, then 
and now, that the Church on earth is not all alone and facing the challenges of this life as if no one had ever gone 
through what we are presently going through … or worse. 
 

Saddled with minds limited by an oppressive kind of rationalism that excludes anything that does not subjectively 
seem reasonable, we are not very imaginative when it comes to the Church Triumphant, the saints who have 
gone before us and who are with the Lord. 
 

We pastors and active laypersons are often unaware of just how rationalism colors our reading and hearing of 
biblical texts. Many of us have our own hierarchy of personal authorities, whose own rationalistic reading of texts, 
has colored our own. How many times every pastor has heard, “Well, when I was twelve, my pastor told me…” or 
“My sainted grandmother always said ….” Yes, these are now part of the cloud of witnesses surrounding us, but we 
may quote them as if they were simply historical figures interred in a cemetery. No longer bound by space, time, and 
limited knowledge, now they can see what they missed in this life, bound as they were by the weight of rationalism. 
 

The Hebrews writer challenges our imaginations with the active presence of the saints, the cloud of witnesses, 
surrounding us. What does this mean? Might the interim state we call heaven be all around us in another dimension? 
Might we be astounded to see so great a cloud of witnesses all around the Table of the Lord as we gather on the 
Lord’s Day (and others) to receive the True Body and Most Precious Blood of Christ? Would we be in awe if 
we were to see the larger angelic host doing battle with the smaller demonic hoard? Would we be comforted or 
terrified if we could see them contending in every moment for everyone yet in this life? 
 

When considering the very real battle of good and evil, I can’t help but think of that foul-mouthed, cynical “comedian” 
who used the worst scatological language to describe Judge Amy Coney Barrett without even knowing or listening 
to her. And, then, to see this humble, brilliant Christian jurist and mother of seven (including two adopted Haitian 
children and a biological child with Downs Syndrome) show such grace under pressure and a gentle but firm 
professorial approach when dealing with hostile questioners. She was the smartest person in the room, but she was 
neither smug nor condescending. Rather she was self-consciously surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, the 
saints who were urging her on to run her race with endurance and to lay aside every weight. 
 

As always, we begin November with All Saints Sunday and end the month considering the end of all things (as 
we presently know them) when our Lord Jesus returns in glory to judge the living and the dead. We are not the 
first Christians or Israelites to bear greater or lesser burdens. We are not the first to need to admit and to examine 
our rationalistic prejudices that do not originate with God. If we admit we are not alone and that our lives are 
lived in the sight of God and the Church Triumphant, we have to admit that whatever sophisticated innovations 
we enjoy today do not mean that in this age we know more or better.  
 

Gilbert Keith Chesterton, the late Roman Catholic apologist, wrote in Orthodoxy: “Tradition means giving a vote to 
the most obscure of all classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy of the dead. Tradition refuses to submit to the 
small and arrogant oligarchy of those who merely happen to be walking about. All democrats [not the party] 
object to men being disqualified by the accident of birth; tradition objects to their being disqualified by the  
accident of death. Democracy tells us not to neglect a good man’s opinion, even if he is our groom; tradition 
asks us not to neglect a good man’s opinion, even if he is our father. 
 

Dear ones, please don’t be held back by concern over what others think or say about living as a traditional Christian. 
When you feel most alone as you seek to do God’s good and gracious will, read Hebrews 12:1 and imagine (see in 
your mind) the presence of that great cloud of witnesses surrounding you, praying for you, and encouraging you. 
Don’t be held back by the tyranny of the now. Hear God’s Word. Be hopeful. 
 

I love you, 
 
 

Pr. Sam Zumwalt+ 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net  



 

Church Council Meeting  
 

At their regular meeting,  
Council approved the following: 

 

 The annual congregational meeting was set for Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 1:00 pm in McSwain Activity 
Center. The agenda items will be: election of officers, election of new members to the Congregation Council, election 
of lay voting  members to NC Synod Assembly, adoption of the budget  for the coming year, and approval of 
proposed changes to the Endowment Fund Charter, Bylaws and Operating  Procedures. No other business 
will be conducted at this meeting.   

 

 Information was provided regarding an offer from the owner of the neighboring restaurant to cut an egress 
through our property to their parking lot. The Executive Team declined the offer. 

 
Operating Fund 
Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

September 2020 
 

          Month 

34,805.11 
35,809.12 
(1,004.01) 

 
          YTD 

348,119.61 
339,988.81 

8,130.80 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A reminder from Finance… 
 

When you are having your financial institution send 
a Required Minimum Distribution directly to the 
church, please let the Joan Wazybok know the name 
of the institution and the amount expected. The checks 
do not always indicate the name of the donor and 
we need to know who to give credit to. Joan can be 
reached at 791-4582 ext. 210, Monday-Thursday, 
9am-1pm, or email her at finance@stmatthewsch.org. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Thank You for being Shining Stars! 
 

The Christkindlmarkt Committee  
would like to thank the following members  

for sponsoring our event on November 21, 2020: 

 Al Scheidt 

 Burke Family 

 Butch & Karen Ruefle 

 Carol Roller 

 Craig & Beth Hales 

 David & Keri Rutland 

 Denis & Janet Hall 

 Dusty & Sophia Pilcher 

 Endowment Committee 

 Faith Circle 

 Helen Stansbury 

 Howard & Lani Beuerman 

 Judith Benson 

 Kenneth & Jennifer Manning 

 Max & Linda Banning 

 Paul & Beverly Miller 

 Pr. Bob & Lois Kuppler 

 Pr. Peter & Maggie Hoyer 

 Ron & Suzanne Asmus 

 Russ & Elaine Kuhn 

 Tom & Margo Russell 

 
 

 
  
My dear friends,  
 I want all of you to know how very much the Johnson 
Family appreciated the love and concern shown us at 
our loss of Morris. The visits, calls, food, cards, and 
attending his service meant so very much to all of us 
and will remain with us for a long time. Morris truly 
loved St. Matt’s. The service, music, and friendship 
meant so very much to him for so many years. 
            Sincerely,  
            Joanne Johnson  

 
A gift of $125 from the Blessing of the Animals service 
offerings was given to the New Hanover Humane Society, 
and received in grateful appreciation. The gift will enable 
the shelter to continue meeting the special needs of the 
animals. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to… 
 

  Tom and Hanne Flythe, Tony Sabbagh and children, and family, on the death of Kimberly Flythe Sabbagh. 
 

  Ron and Judi Funke, and family, on the death of Ron’s father, Ervin Funke. 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 

Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 

Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 
Wayne McDougald 

Virginia Parisek 
Doris Prillaman 

Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Stan Brunt, Sr.  
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Richard Truax 

Sophia Pilcher 
Susan Strickland 
Paul Rady 
Bessie King 
Betsy Miller 
Russ Kuhn 
Dick Williams 
Jean Jarusinsky 
Crosby James Asher 
Mitzi Viola 

Joyce LaSala 
Tracy Boandl 
Jane Dumire 
Lynn Howell 
Donna Franklin 
Melvin Proctor 
Bishop Mayfield 
Irene Glaeser 
Carolyn Zane 

Nancy Fauser 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Judy Benson 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Joanne Johnson 
Ken Manning 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 
Liz Newbery 

George Schwenzer 
Ed Ludacer 
Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
Walt Brehm 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Ruth Rice 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Sue Miller 
Jane Dove 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 

Fran Perry 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 
Jack and Marie Loflin 
Trevor Hornick 
Vivian Alexander 
Carol Comeskey 
Lani Beuerman 
Mandy Harrington 
Alan Hunsberger 
Virginia Parisek 
Rose Weidman 
Raewyn McCombs 
Doris Ullman 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Patty Macino 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF REV. HAROLD L. MCSWAIN, AND BROTHERS ROBERT GRIBBLE AND 
RICHARD GRIBBLE, a gift to the Contingency Fund-Choir Room Project by Mary McSwain. 

 
 

Gifts to Honor and Remember 
 

September 27-October 25 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
2 Kris Auch 
4 Calvin Oring 
4 Shauna Ruefle 
8 Peyton Kalous 
9 Lisa Hornick 
9 Kathy Koder  
9  Marcie Schedler 
10 Ava Dineen 
10 Rebecca Seip 
10 Tanya Puckett 
12 Helen Walter 
13 Jim Buel 
14 Bryce Gains 
14 Jean P. Manley 
15 David Dearie 
15 Becky Howard 

 
15  Barbara Moore 
17      Doris Prillamon 
17 Tracy Darnell 
18 Jim Harshbarger 
18 David Medlin 
19 Barbara Butzin  
19 Cameron Plumley 
20  Heidi Apel 
20 Margaret Ballantine 
20 Mike Lupo 
23 Joyce Crouch 
23 Cyndi Price 
25 Howard Beuerman 
26 Bob Benoit, Jr. 
26 Susan Raia 
26 Judy Kettner 
28 Walt Brehm 
28 Beth Hales 
29 Bonnie Nyhus 
29 Raymond Shaver 
30 Carol Bauman 
30  Jim Whitmeyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4  Mike & Jen Murrill 
11  Mike & Kristin Lupo 
16  Todd & Sarah Bishton 
19  Bob & Barbara Haack 
24  Denis & Janet Hall 
29  Bill & Kay Rose 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stephen Ministry - Keeping Confidences 
  

In this age of privacy concerns, it is understandable that people might not want to open up and share their 
thoughts, feelings, and problems with others. The fear that personal, private information might get out to the 
public is very valid. However, Stephen Ministers guarantee that a care receiver’s information will stay private. 
Whatever you decide to reveal to a Stephen Minister, you can be assured that your privacy is guarded carefully.  
 

Confidentiality is a cornerstone of Stephen Ministry. Whatever you say to a Stephen Minister is kept in strictest 
confidence. Even the identity of a care receiver is kept secret (unless you choose to tell someone). 
  

Confidentiality gives you the assurance you need to risk sharing with your Stephen Minister your deepest thoughts 
and feelings. It is through the sharing of your innermost feelings that God can work the miracle of healing, restoring 
faith, and giving hope. 
 

Beyond working with a Stephen Minister, how does confidentiality relate to you as a member of St. Matthew’s?   
Even if you are not a Stephen Minister or a care receiver, think about the importance of confidentiality in your 
day-to-day relationships. Consider how you can improve relationships and help people by maintaining confidentiality 
when something is told to you. We will discuss more about confidentiality next month. 
  

So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. 
  1 Corinthians 4:1 



 

A Smaller Scale Indoor and Outdoor German Christmas Market 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
612 S. College Rd. Wilmington, NC 

 

 Saturday, November 21, 2020  ♦ 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Taking the highest 
Safety Precautions 

ht tps: / /chr is tk indlmarkt .s tmat thewsch.org/  

Enjoy Christkindlmarkt YOUR Way! 
We offer three service options:  

 
 Come inside if you are comfortable. Masks, Social Distancing required. Park in the lot in the back of our campus. 

Shop the small, but select group of vendors inside. Some outside. No on-site eating. Pick up dinners to go. Alcohol, 
Desserts too! 

 Drive through and pick up a “To-Go” meal of German delights. $10 Brat Bundle or $5 Kid’s Meal.         No 
alcohol sales at the drive thru. Easy in and out at the traffic light to S. College Rd. 

 Order Online, prepay and pick up at your desired time. We will deliver to your car!  

Brat 
Bundle 

Bratwurst and bun 
Potato Salad 
Sauerkraut 
Choice of Soda, or Wa-
ter 

$10 

Kid’s 
Meal Hotdog and bun 

Bag of Chips 
Juice Box 
Craft Surprise 

$5 

 
Soft Pretzel 

$3 

 Baked Goods 
(Many choices!     
(Various prices) 

 

 
German Beer 
11 oz. bottle 

$5 

 
Glühwein 
1 liter bottle 

$10 

 We welcome 
these fine vendors 

to our Event 

 Soul Anchor 

 Is Bella Crochet 

 American Dream 
Cakes 

 Pan de Vida 

 Coastal Tides 
Soap and Candles 

 Wood Art by 
Chuck 

 Yellow Truck 
Coffee Company 

 Warrior Braids 
Designs 

 Margaret Bash 

 Sandra Powell 
Pine Straw 
Baskets 



 

Come be a part of our success: Sign Up To Serve  

We have less than 3 weeks to go until “the Big Day”! 

We are greatly encouraged by the sign up response so far,  
but there are a few areas that still need more coverage.  

Several folks have signed up for the day-long shift, but they will need a break. 
Can you commit to an hour or two to give relief to that tired worker? 

 
We need happy faces greeting patrons and directing them as they come in off of S. College Road. 

We need folks to work on the meal packaging assembly line. 
Please contact Carol Roller to sign up, or email: christkindlmarkt@stmatthewsch.org 

Chocolate Advent Calendars 
 

Be on the lookout for these! 
We’ll have them available to our members first 

before offering them for sale at 
Christkindlmarkt. 

 
A sweet deal at just $5.00 

The Word is Out about Christkindlmarkt 
 

Please check out these websites,  
and refer your friends: 

 

whatsonwilmington.com 
portcitydaily.com/events 

 

We have advertising flyers in the Commons. 
Please, will you take one or two to businesses 

you frequent? That would be very helpful.  

Christkindlmarkt Meals 
There will be no in-door dining, nor consumption of alcoholic beverages 

on the premises.  All meals will be on a “To-Go” basis. 
 

Order and pay ahead of time (by November 9) 
to ensure your selection will be available. 

How?  
1. Pick up an order form in the Commons 
2. Go online: 

https://christkindlmarkt.stmatthewsch.org/food (to view menu) 
Stan is working on setting up the link to pay by credit card. If this does 
not work for you, then send your order to 
christkindlmarkt@stmatthewsch.org and mail your payment to the church 
(put CKM Online Order in memo) 
Questions?  Contact Carol or Joan in Room 111 



Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  All Saints 
8:30 Eucharist 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist  
 
 
 
 

6 
 

7 
9:00 CKM Orientation 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

2 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 CKM Leaders 
 

3 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Joyful Noise 
6:30 Stephen Ministry 

4 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00  Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir 

5 
10:00 Crossways 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
 

8    23rd Sunday     
     after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 

 

9 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 CKM Leaders 
  

10 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
10:00 Faith Circle 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

11 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
11:00 Finance Team 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00  Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir 
 

12 
10:00 Crossways 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
6:30 Church Council 
 

13 
 
 

14 
9:00 New Disciples  
        Class 
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 

15   24th Sunday     
     after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 

16 Veterans Day 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 CKM Leaders 
 
 
 
 

17 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Joyful Noise  
6:30 Stephen Ministry 
 
 

18 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00  Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir   
 
CKM Set-up 

19 
10:00 Crossways 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
 
 
 
CKM Set-up 
 

 

20 
Deadline for Annual 
Reports from Ministry 
Teams, Church 
Leaders, and Staff 
 
CKM Set-up 

21 
10:00 Christkindlmarkt 
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 

22  Christ the King 

8:30 Eucharist (C) 
9:45 Sunday School 
9:45 Budget Forum 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

23 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 

24 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:00 Girl Scouts 
7:00 Thanksgiving 
         Eucharist 
 
 

25 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Thanksgiving           
           Eucharist 
 
 

26  Thanksgiving 
Church Office closed 
 
 
 

27  
Church Office closed 

28 
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 

29   1st Sunday of      
          Advent 

8:30 Eucharist  
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

 

30 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

 


