
  

St. Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

January 2, 2021 

6:00 PM 

In him you also… 

were sealed with the  

promised Holy Spirit,  

who is the guarantee  

of our inheritance  

until we acquire  

possession of it.  
Ephesians 1:13-14 
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OUR MISSION   
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming  

Christ crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  
  

WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We welcome all who worship with us today. We gather as the Body of Christ to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice 
of thanksgiving and praise to God. Ushers are available to answer any of your questions. The church is equipped 
with a hearing impaired system.  If you need a listening device, it may be obtained from an usher. In the minutes 
prior to the beginning of each service, the doors to the nave are closed, and quiet is encouraged. Music is offered 
which prepares worshipers to receive God’s gifts from His Hand – the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

Everyone is asked to sign the Attendance Record found at the end of each pew or row of chairs.  Please sign 
this record and pass it down to those beside you during the announcements. As it is returned, please note who 
is worshipping with you. The Attendance Record helps worshipers to put names and faces together. We make 
new friends in this way and grow in care for each other.   

  

Celebrating Holy Communion: We believe, teach, and confess Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. 
All baptized Christians, who share this belief, are invited to receive Jesus as He comes in the Holy Communion 
to forgive the sins of the penitent. Children and others who are not yet receiving the sacrament, or who choose 
not to commune with us, are invited to come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest. After 
receiving the host in your outstretched hands, please eat the host if you wish to drink from the first cup, the 
metal chalice. Please hold the host if you wish to dip your host in the second cup, the ceramic chalice. Those 
unable to drink wine are urged simply to touch their host to the outside of the cup prior to eating. 
 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God and given by Butch and Karen Ruefle, and by David 
and Tina Medlin in loving memory of Rosemary Flynn. 
 

O COME, LET US ADORE HIM! On this 2nd Sunday after Christmass, Paul speaks to us of the blessings 
bestowed upon those adopted as sons through our Baptism into the death and resurrection of the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ. Through the work of the Holy Spirit in Word and Sacraments, we are sanctified, which is to be 
set apart for God's good and gracious will in the world. Today, Father Peter Hoyer, one of our retired pastors, 
is the guest presider and preacher while Pastor Zumwalt concludes a vacation week with his family. We invite 
you to join us for the Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ this Wednesday. 
 

I will strive to ……Pray daily 
 Worship weekly 
                                Read the Bible 
                                Serve at and beyond St. Matthew’s 
                                Be in Relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others   
                                Give of my time, talents and resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




Portions of today’s liturgy and hymns are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, 
and Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing Liturgy license 
000010164, Concordia Publishing Hymn license 100010164, Augsburg Fortress licenses 9245-L, 26780, SAS006780, 
and CCLI license 2014768. Eucharistic Prayer and Fraction reprinted by permission from A Little Book of Canons by 
Rod L. Ronneberg, STS, © 1997 and © 2010. Streaming: CCLI license 20580893. 
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* Please stand as you are able.     
  

Silence for Meditation                                                                                           
    

PRELUDE                                    On Christmas Night  (SUSSEX CAROL)               setting Karl Osterland 
       
WELCOME  
 
* THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:     Let us make confession to God. 

Congregation:  Almighty God, merciful Father: 

 I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

offended you and for which I justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, 

and repent of them, and pray for your boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and 

death of your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive 

my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to 

life everlasting. Amen.  

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our   

sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of    

God who called us out of darkness into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister    

of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness    

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

* OPENING HYMN                       On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* THE GREETING  
Pastor:     The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
     be with you all. 
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Text: English 
Tune: English 
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* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:               Almighty and Everlasting God, direct us to do what pleases you, that being rich in good works 
    of love, we bring honor to your Son. Through the same Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. He 
    lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Congregation: Amen.  
 

FIRST LESSON:  1 Kings 3:4-15     
4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand 
burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask 
what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David 
my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward 
you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this 
day. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am 
but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom 
you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to 
govern this your great people?” 10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. 
Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare 
with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as 
your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 15 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 
Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 119:97-104 
Oh how I love your law! 
    It is my meditation all the day. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 
    for it is ever with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, 
    for your testimonies are my meditation. 
I understand more than the aged, 
    for I keep your precepts. 
I hold back my feet from every evil way, 
    in order to keep your word. 
I do not turn aside from your rules, 
    for you have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through your precepts I get understanding; 
    therefore I hate every false way. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   
 

SECOND LESSON:  Ephesians 1:3-14   
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing  
in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ,  
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved.  7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard  
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Pastor:                The HOLY GOSPEL according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 2:40-52      
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.41 Now his  
parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they 
went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed  
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's 
journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did 
not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple,  
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed  
at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 
house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and 
came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

THE SERMON                                     “The Word of God:  Grows”                                               Pr. Hoyer 
 

* THE HYMN OF THE DAY         Word of God, Come Down on Earth 
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* THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.     
 

* THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:               Lord, in your mercy.   
Congregation: Hear our prayers. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

* THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
Pastor:               The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING                                                In Dulci Jubilo                 
                  

* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE           What Child is This (verse 3)      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Assisting Minister: Gracious Father,    
Congregation:       we cannot do justice to the greatness of your gift; consider therefore the hopelessness 
          of our poverty. We have nothing to give in exchange for your Son made flesh. Accept 
          instead we pray these humble offerings which celebrate your love with grateful joy. 
         Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.   People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.    People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. People:   It is right to give him thanks and  praise. 
Pastor:   In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
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* THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
Pastor:     We give you thanks...both now and forever.  
Congregation:  Amen. 
 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION    
 

* THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Assisting Minister:   O Lord, at your table of forgiveness, life and salvation, you show the brightness of your 
           glory. Dissolve the darkness of evil in our lives with the gift of faith that we may see so as 
           to love. You are the Lord forevermore. 
Congregation:        Amen. 
 

Congregation:    I will strive to pray daily, worship weekly, read the Bible, serve at and beyond St. 
 Matthew’s, be in relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others, and give of my 
 time, talents, and resources. 
 

* THE BENEDICTION 
 

* THE CLOSING  HYMN                    Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
* THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE                  Christians, Be Joyful  from “The Christmas Oratorio”                     J.S. Bach                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 

LESSONS for NEXT WEEK:  
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Romans 6:1-11; Mark 1:4-11 

Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent.; setting: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010, alt. 
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The Word of God: Sanctifies 
 

Praying 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to thy good pleasure, that in the Name of thy beloved 
Son, we may be made to abound in good works; through the same thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen” (Service Book and Hymnal, 78). 
 
Listening 
 

Ephesians 1:3 “who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,” 
 

St. Jerome [Late 4th – early 5th century translator of the Latin Vulgate Bible]: “It is not as though we obtain them all 
at once, but singly we obtain particular ones in due time or some of the whole number. Thereby we possess 
their fullness through these singular blessings. He speaks not only of earthly blessings but of spiritual – there 
are indeed earthly blessings as when someone has children, affluence in riches, the pleasure of honor and health…  
But spiritual blessings are in the heavens because the earth is too small …” (Ancient Christian Commentary 
on Scripture: Ephesians, 110). 
 
Ephesians 1:4 “even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy…” 
 

St. John Chrysostom [Late 4th – early 5th century Patriarch of Constantinople]: “The sanctified life is not the effect 
of our labors or achievements but of God’s love. It is not born of love alone or of our own virtue. For if it were from 
love alone, all ought to be saved. Again, if it were from our virtue his earthly appearing and the whole of his work 
would be unnecessary. But it is not from love alone or from our virtue but from God through God” (111).  
 
Ephesians 1:5 “he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ….” 
 

St. Jerome: “This [verse] speaks of God, who was preceded by no thought or willing but always existed and never 
had a beginning for his existence. Therefore he rightly used the term destined for those who, having once not 
existed, subsequently acquired existence. But of the Son, that is, of our Lord Jesus Christ, he wrote ordained in 
another place also” (112). 
 
Ephesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses” 
 
St. John Chrysostom: “The wonder is not only that he gave his Son but that he did so in this way, by sacrificing 
the one he loved. It is astonishing that he gave the Beloved for those who hated him. See how highly he honors 
us. If even when we hated him and were enemies he gave the Beloved, what will he not do for us now?” (114). 
 
Ephesians 1:13 “…and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit” 
 
St. John Chrysostom: “By this seal God shows great forethought for humanity. He not only sets apart a people 
and gives them an inheritance but secures it as well. It is just as if someone might stamp his heirs plainly in 
advance; so God set us apart to believe and sealed us for the inheritance of future glory” (118). 
 
Reflecting 
 

1. Do I understand that being made holy is not my work but that of God the Holy Spirit? 
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Learning 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (from Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household. 
 
The Third Petition 
 
Thy will be done. 
 
What does this mean? 
 
The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be 
done among us also. 
 
How is God’s will done? 
 
God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our 
sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens 
and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will. 
 
Doing 
 

1. Pray for every unbaptized child and adult you know and for the child’s parents, too. 
 
2. Pray for your unchurched loved ones and friends. Invite one or more of them to worship. 
 

3. Discuss with your spouse, your family, or a friend what it might look like for God’s good and gracious 
will to be done among you within the context of daily living. 

 
4. Consult Lutheran Book of Worship, p. 179, for the daily lessons January 3 through 9 (Year One) and 

read them daily before offering your prayers on behalf of your family, the world, our nation, our state, 
and our local communities. 

 

5. Reflect on the speed and manner in which you typically pray the Lord’s Prayer. Now, slow it down to 
carefully say each petition thoughtfully. Meditate daily on this week’s introduction.” 

 

6. Because there is no Sunday School on January 3, take a little more time to discuss one or more of the 
lessons read in worship on these Sundays. Take your bulletin home (or leave it in your car) as a reminder 
to read and discuss the lessons and then ask what God the Holy Spirit is calling you to do this week. 
To whom is God sending you?  

 
For Husbands and Wives 
 

 Repeat daily: “I (name) take you (name) to be my wedded wife (husband), to have and to hold from 

this day forward; for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to love and to 

cherish until death do us part, according to God’s holy ordinance, and thereto I pledge you my faith.  
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MEMBERS 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS 

Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 

Margaret French 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 

Jane McDougald 
Wayne McDougald 
Virginia Parisek 

 
 

 

Revenues: 
Expenses: 

 

Income/  
  (Loss) 

Month 
 

36,288.38 
33,772.45 

 

2,515.93 
 

YTD 
 

414,242.79 
408,199.14 

 

6,043.65 

Operating Fund: November 2020 

Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Richard Truax 
Sophia Pilcher 
Paul Rady 

Betsy Miller 
Russ Kuhn 
Jean Jarusinsky 
Crosby James Asher 
Mitzi Viola 
Joyce LaSala 
Tracy Boandl 
Jane Dumire 
Lynn Howell 
Donna Franklin 
Melvin Proctor 

Bishop Mayfield 
Fred Geuder 
Beth Jarrott 
William Lawhorn 
Jean Langrall 
Frank Howell 
Stan Brunt, Sr. 
Virginia Mough  
Joe Acito 
Al and Janet Glaeser 

Nancy Fauser 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Joanne Johnson 
Ken Manning 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 

Ed Ludacer 
Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Ruth Rice 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Sue Miller 
Jane Dove 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 

Laura Gray 
Jack and Marie Loflin 
Trevor Hornick 
Vivian Alexander 
Carol Comeskey 
Lani Beuerman 
Mandy Harrington 
Patty Macino 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Doris Ullman 
Raewyn McCombs 
Rose Weidman 
Virginia Parisek 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Alan Hunsberger 
Walt Brehm 
Judy Benson 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Fred Doll, Barbara Colton, Maggie Hoyer, Kay Thompson,  
Dusty Pilcher, Catera Larson, Maureen Richey, Lon Ostby, Fran Perry 

Offering Received through December 27 

Required for Dec. bills: 
Received to date: 

 

Amount in excess: 

40,000.00 
46,072.82 

 

6,072.82 
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church    612 S. College Road, Wilmington, NC 28403 
   910-791-4582               www.stmatthewsch.org 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel D. Zumwalt         szumwalt@bellsouth.net 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Saturday - Eucharist, 6 p.m.       Sunday - Traditional Eucharist. 8:30 and 11 a.m.      Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays - Contemporary Eucharist, 8:30 a.m.        Monday - Evening Prayer  and Bible Study, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday - Eucharist and Healing Prayer, 12:00 p.m. 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
 

Sunday, January 3 Second Sunday after Christmas 

 8:30 Traditional Eucharist 

          11:00 Traditional Eucharist 

Monday, January 4 

       9:00 Counting Team - Finance Office 

            6:00 Evening Prayer   

Tuesday, January 5    

          10:00 Prayer Group - Library   

 6:30 Joyful Noise - Nave 

 6:30 Stephen Ministry - McCombs 

 Wednesday, January 6  Epiphany 

 8:30 Men’s Breakfast Group - McCombs 

          12:00 Epiphany Eucharist 

 6:00 Adult Choir  

 7:00 Epiphany Eucharist 
Thursday, January 7 

 9:00 Quilt Ministry 

 5:30 Boy Scouts Eagle Scout Ceremony - Nave 

Friday, January 8 

Saturday, January 9 

           8:00 Executive Team - Rm. 117 

 9:30 Council Retreat - McCombs 

 6:00 Eucharist 

Sunday, January 10 Baptism of Our Lord 

 8:30 Contemporary Eucharist 

 9:45 Sunday School 

          11:00 Traditional Eucharist 

          12:30 Grief Support Group - Library 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Epiphany services are Wednesday, January 6th at noon 
and 7p.m.. 
 

When planning to make additional donations to the church, 
please consider the Contingency Fund. We have received 
about $13,000 toward the Choir Room repairs but still could 
use $26,000 more. Also remember, we still have a loan to repay 
of $233,000 for the new roof and HVAC over McCombs.   
Donations to the Building Fund will help to reduce that 
debt. Thank you for your attention to these critical areas.  
 
January 24th and 31st are still open on the altar flower 
chart, posted in the Commons. If you are unable to make it 
to church at this time and would like to sign up please contact 
Donna Capozio (791-4582 or dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org). 
 

The new Sunday School Sponsor sign-up sheet is posted on 
the bulletin board in the Commons. If you are unable to make it 
to church at this time and would like to sign up please contact 
Donna Capozio (dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org or 791-4582). 
 

New Disciples class, for  those who would like to join St. 
Matthew’s but are new to Lutheranism or Christianity, is 
Saturday, January 16th at 9a.m. New Member Orientation, for 
those who attended New Disciples or transferring Lutherans, is 
Saturday, February 13th  at 9 a.m. If you would like to attend 
either class please contact Pr. Sam at szumwalt@bellsouth.net. 
 
A reminder to anyone directing third party payments to the 
church - When your financial institution sends a Required 
Minimum Distribution directly to the church, please let Joan 
Wazybok (finance@stmatthewsch.org) know the name of the 
institution and amount. Checks received don’t always indicate the 
name of the donor and we need to know so you can receive credit. 
 

The Special Congregation Meeting to vote on ELCA  
disaffiliation and selection of a new Lutheran denomination 
has been postponed indefinitely. Council will announce a 
date when  the meeting can be conducted in a safe manor. As 
a reminder that in order to qualify to vote at the Special 
Congregation Meeting (date TBD) you must be confirmed, 
have communed, and made a contribution of record in 2019 
or 2020. When giving cash for your contribution make sure 
your name is on the envelope in order to receive credit.  
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