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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are unable to make it to church at this time and would like to sign up for altar flowers  
or as a Sunday School sponser, please contact Donna Capozio at 791-4582 or  

dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org as soon as possible to ensure you get the date(s) you would like.  

The Altar Flower sign-up sheet is posted in the  
Commons. Several dates are still open.  

As a reminder, you do not need to have a  
specific occasion to sign-up. You may simply  

dedicate the flowers to the Glory of God.  

Thank you to all the sponsors who signed up through  
December 2020! The January-May 2021 Sunday 

School Sponsor sign-up has been posted  
on the big board in the Commons.  

 

 

Church Council Meeting  
 

At their regular meeting,  
Council approved the following: 

 
 Council approved the proposed Annual Spending Plan for 2021 in the amount of $479,274.60, to be presented  to 

the Congregation, subject to any changes resulting from the budget forum on November 22, 2020. 
 

 Council approved the nominees for the 2021-22 Officers and Council members, 2021 Youth Representative, 
and 2021 Synod Assembly lay delegates. 

 
Operating Fund 
Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

October 2020 
 

          Month 

29,834.80 
34,437.88 
(4,603.08) 

 
          YTD 

377,954.41 
374,426.69 

3,527.72 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

A reminder from Finance… 
 

If you have your financial institution send a Required 
Minimum Distribution directly to the church, please let 
Joan Wazybok know the name of the institution and the 
amount expected. The checks do not always indicate the 
name of the donor and we need to know who to give 
credit to. Joan can be reached Monday-Thursday, 9am-
1pm, at finance@stmatthewsch.org or 791-4582 ext. 210. 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Just a reminder that the Hospice Meals program is still on 

hold. If you signed up this year to prepare a meal, you will 

not need to do so. It may be some time before Hospice re-

sumes the meal program so a sign-up for 2021 will not be 

posted until we have been contacted by Hospice that it is 

safe to start bringing meals again. Thank you for supplying 

meals in the past, and we hope that you will continue to 

support this wonderful ministry once it resumes. 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

“For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I have been fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
 

 Many of us spend our lives tethered to electronic devices. Some of us talk to “Alexa” or “Siri” or some oth-
er digital voice: “What day of the week is Christmas this year?” or “What’s the weather today?” or “How long 
will it take me to drive to Asheville?” or “Who played 3rd base for the Yankees in 1961?” 
 We are awash in information with no guarantee of veracity or of wisdom. We are learning that the various 
social media can steer in the direction their algorithms want us to go. During the recent election season, you 
could “google” to donate to your preferred candidate and actually be taken to his or her opponent’s giving plat-
form. When you shared information that the social media didn’t like, some might shut down your account or 
slap a label suggesting you were sharing erroneous information, because, again, their algorithms were set to 
detect information the company didn’t want shared. We had heard that Google and Facebook were collaborat-
ing with the Chinese Communist government in that country to control its citizens. Why should we have been 
shocked to learn the same players, along with Twitter, were doing the same thing in America? Sadly, you may 
never have heard or known they were doing it. 
 The Scriptures teach that all sin, and all die because of it. Most of the wealthy young social media moguls 
have not gotten in touch with their mortality. It’s going to come as a great shock when these become sick, 
waste away like Steve Jobs, or even die suddenly. The greatest shock will be that all their wealth, all their bril-
liant inventions or innovations, and all their certitude about being in control will be laid bare in the presence of 
God. If they never are regulated in this life as they should be, they will most certainly know what they didn’t 
believe and be known as they never understood. Caveat emptor, baby! 
 Advent, like Lent, is meant to be a time of fasting and preparation for the Feast of the Nativity (Christmas). 
Beginning in late March of this year, many of us have been forced into various types and times of fasting 
whether from being with those we love in worship and fellowship to being unable to acquire basic goods and 
services. Some of us have suffered more than others, but all of us have had those feelings of anger and frustra-
tion over being told “no” by big brother or powerless in the face of a virus that was purposely foisted upon the 
world by a rapacious, immoral, aging Chinese empire. 
 So, then, how do we live when powerful forces not on the side of the angels keep interfering in our lives? 
Remember that God will be God, and none of these worldly pretenders can be. There is great peace in admit-
ting what we don’t know and what we cannot control. There is great wisdom in admitting we are creatures, 
who are here to serve our neighbors. We always have choices as God’s people, and that includes that we don’t 
have to play games with those who live to try to control others. We can limit our use of social media, and if 
enough do that, they lose money. We can look for and buy products made by our neighbors in this country. 
When people try to control what we see and think, we can cry: “Foul!” 
 Advent, like Lent, is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for a great celebration of our Lord’s grace and 
mercy in Jesus Christ. Put yourself on a fast from social media and other electronics. Check once or twice a 
day if you must use them for employment. Otherwise turn your devices off more and listen to the Word of God 
both in devotional reading and in Advent worship each weekend and Wednesday. 
 Our key preaching theme for the new liturgical year will be “The Word of God,” one of Martin Luther’s 
seven marks of the true Christian Church. We will remember that Jesus is the living Word of God made flesh. 
We will remember that the Bible is the written Word of God. We will remember that the sacraments are the 
enacted Word of God joined to earthly stuff (water, bread, wine, human voice and touch). The Word of God 
has power to change hearts and minds, particularly ours when we stop fighting God for control.  
 Our Christmas celebrations may not turn out to be as large this year because of the China virus, but our joy 
in the gift of our Savior, God’s Son Jesus, cannot be controlled or restricted by anyone other than the one in the 
mirror who chooses not to fear, but to love, and trust God above all else. Yes, be mindful of your neighbors 
when you come to worship by wearing masks often, using hand cleaner, and giving others some space when 
they seem frightened to be around you.  But don’t lose sight that God knows everything, and the day is coming 
when we will know Him fully and be aware that He knows us fully. On that day, we will say: “Lord Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Blessed Advent, folks. 
 

I love you, 
 
 
Pr. Sam Zumwalt, STS 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to… 
 

  Mike Stophel and family, on the death of Lynn Stophel. 
    

 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 

Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 

Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 
Wayne McDougald 

Virginia Parisek 
Doris Prillaman 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IN HONOR OF THE QUILTERS, ESTHER, AND MARCIE SCHEDLER, a gift to the Quilting Ministry 
by Jana Albritton.  

 
 

Gifts to Honor and Remember 
 

November 1-22 

Nancy Fauser 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Joanne Johnson 
Ken Manning 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 
Ed Ludacer 

Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Ruth Rice 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Sue Miller 
Jane Dove 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 
Fran Perry 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 

Jack and Marie Loflin 
Trevor Hornick 
Vivian Alexander 
Carol Comeskey 
Lani Beuerman 
Mandy Harrington 
Patty Macino 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Doris Ullman 
Raewyn McCombs 
Rose Weidman 
Virginia Parisek 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Alan Hunsberger 
Walt Brehm 
Judy Benson 
Lois Kuppler 

Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Stan Brunt, Sr.  
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Richard Truax 
Sophia Pilcher 

Susan Strickland 
Paul Rady 
Betsy Miller 
Russ Kuhn 
Jean Jarusinsky 
Crosby James Asher 
Mitzi Viola 
Joyce LaSala 
Tracy Boandl 
Jane Dumire 
Lynn Howell 

Donna Franklin 
Melvin Proctor 
Bishop Mayfield 
Carolyn Zane 
Irene Glaeser 
Fred Geuder 
Jean Langrall 
William Lawhorn 
Beth Jarrott 
Al and Janet Glaeser 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1 Leslie Long 
1 Samantha Kline 
1 Lauren Gains 
1 Tom Russell 
1 Tony Nelson 
2       Pat Manor 
2       Danielle Walker 
3 Sheila Leach 
3       Chantay Allen 
5 Bill Gourville 
5 Brian Tobin 
7 Lou Painter 
7 Adam Thompson 
8 Terry Crouch 
8 Jody Burke 
9 Jean Hoehler 
9 Al Scheidt 
10    Hannah Schneider 
10    Audrey Oring 

12    Cindy Lindsay 
13    Stephanie Price 
13    Kim Salber 
15    Bridget Todd 
15    Joshua Buel 
17    Cindy Harms 
17    Niki Sharp 
18    Terry Miller 
19    Frank Gray 
19    David Todd 
20 Brendan Dearie 
21 Jon Lindsay 
24 Helen Knoll 
24 Christi Everette  
24 Tracy Plumley 
25 Samuel Pollard 
26 Heather Benson 
26 Jordan Gourville 
27 Gina Martuscelli 
28 Sharon Callender 
30 Rose Weidman 
30 Dan Cumbo 
30  John Beall 
31  Eisley McCombs 
31 Jonathan Moore 

 
 
 

 
11 Jon & Cindy Lindsay 
14 Larry & Sara Schneider 
20 Lou & Jenny Painter 

21 Frank & Renate Gray 
21 Needham & Sylvia Hall 
22 Arthur & Barbara Moore 
25 Eric & Mary Pollard 
26 Paul & Bev Miller 
28 Stan & Jane Brunt 
30 Fred & June Doll  
30 Gilbert & Karen Alphin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministry - Keeping Confidences, Part II 
 Stephen Ministers share many things with the people they serve.  When someone shares a personal feeling, a 
thought that is troubling him or her, or something that is very personal, a person might be afraid the Stephen 
Minister might pass the information to someone else.  Even when the Stephen Minister’s motives are noble (for 
instance, wanting to pass the information along as a prayer request), it could be damaging or painful to the person 
who first shared the information. So, Stephen Ministers commit themselves to protecting their care receivers’ 
information completely and make sure they guard the information closely. 
  If you are talking to a Stephen Minister and want to share some information that needs to be passed along—
to a prayer chain, pastor, or someone else who can help, tell the Stephen Minister to do so.  If you want to keep 
it just between the two of you, tell the Stephen Minister that, too. If you know something about someone else, 
divulge it only with that person’s permission.  A Stephen Minister will not divulge information without your 
express permission (unless a care receiver’s life or health is in immediate jeopardy). 
 Stephen Ministers receive specific training on the importance of maintaining confidentiality.  Confidentiality 
is a touchstone of Christian caring, and Stephen Ministers work hard to build and keep the privacy and trust of 
care receivers.  Consequently, you can count on them to guard carefully in the strictest confidence all the information 
you may care to share with them.   
 

 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  
 Romans 12:10 



Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 
emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 
activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 
as decisions are made.  

 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 
them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Stephen Ministry 

2 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Advent Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Advent Evening      
        Prayer 
7:30 Adult Choir 
7:30 Confirmation 

3 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
 
 

4 
 

5 
9:00 New Member  
        Orientation 
6:00 Eucharist; new 
       members join 
 
 
 

6  2nd Sunday of  
        Advent 
8:30 Eucharist;   
     new members join 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist; new  
         members join 
1:00 Congregational  
        Meeting  
 

7 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

8 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
12:00 Faith Circle 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
6:30 Joyful Noise 
  

9 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
11:00 Finance Team 
12:00 Advent Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Advent Evening      
        Prayer 
7:30 Adult Choir 
7:30 Confirmation 

10 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
6:30 Council 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
6:00 Eucharist 

13  3rd Sunday of            
          Advent 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

 

14 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

15 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Stephen Ministry 

16 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Advent Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Advent Evening      
        Prayer 
7:30 Adult Choir 
7:30 Confirmation 

17 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
6:00 Nave decorating 
 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
12:00 German Svc. 
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 

20 4th Sunday of            
          Advent 
8:30 Eucharist  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
 

21  
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 

22  
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Joyful Noise 
 
 
 

23  
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
     Office Closed 
5:00 Eucharist  
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist  
 
 

25 Christmas Day 
     Office Closed 

 
 

26 
6:00 Eucharist 

27  1st Sunday after 
        Christmas  
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 

28  
9:00 Counting Team 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

29  
10:00 Prayer Group 
 

30 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 

31 New Year’s Eve 
 

     


