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OUR MISSION   
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming  

Christ crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  
  

WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We welcome all who worship with us today. We gather as the Body of Christ to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice 
of thanksgiving and praise to God. Ushers are available to answer any of your questions. The church is equipped 
with a hearing impaired system. If you need a listening device, it may be obtained from an usher. In the minutes 
prior to the beginning of each service, the doors to the nave are closed, and quiet is encouraged. Music is offered 
which prepares worshipers to receive God’s gifts from His Hand – the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

Celebrating Holy Communion: We believe, teach, and confess Chr ist is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians, who share this belief, are invited to receive Jesus as He comes in the Holy Communion 
to forgive the sins of the penitent. Children and others who are not yet receiving the sacrament, or who choose 
not to commune with us, are invited to come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest.  
 

During this Covid-19 season, specific instructions for communion will be given by the Pastor. Please receive 
the host in your flattened palm. If you cannot receive alcohol, please inform the Pastor before the host is dipped in 
the chalice. If you need gluten free host, please ask before the host is dipped in the chalice.  
 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God and given by Denis and Janet Hall, and by Lynette 
Farmer in loving memory of her beloved son, Kendrick. 
 

Sunday School is sponsored by Janet and Denis Hall in thanksgiving for  Chr istian Education.  
 

RETURN TO THE LORD YOUR GOD, FOR HE IS GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL, SLOW TO ANGER 
AND ABOUNDING IN STEADFAST LOVE. On this First Sunday in Lent, we hear  the Good News that 
the Lord Jesus has been faithful and obedient to His Father in the hour of temptation. The forty days of Lent, 
excluding Sundays, are our time of testing as our Lord was tested and as Abraham was tested. This is a time for 
the renewal of our Baptism. This is a time of preparing to celebrate the great mystery of our Lord's death on the 
cross for us and our salvation. This is a time of preparing to celebrate the great mystery of our Lord's resurrection 
and the promise that nothing in all creation will be able to separate God's baptized children from His love and 
mercy. We welcome Pastor John Priest, our guest teacher for the Lenten Prayer Retreat and our guest preacher 
at the three Eucharists.   
 

I will strive to …… Pray daily 
                 Worship weekly 
                                 Read the Bible 
                                 Serve at and beyond St. Matthew’s 
                                 Be in Relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others    
                          Give of my time, talents and resources  
 
 
 
 

 




Portions of today’s liturgy and hymns are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, 
and Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing Liturgy license 
000010164, Concordia Publishing Hymn license 100010164, Augsburg Fortress licenses 9245-L, 26780, SAS006780, 
and CCLI license 2014768. Eucharistic Prayer and Fraction reprinted by permission from A Little Book of Canons by 
Rod L. Ronneberg, STS, © 1997 and © 2010. Streaming: CCLI license 20580893. 
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(* Please stand as you are able.)     
                                              

Silence for Meditation      
     
PRELUDE               Ein Feste Burg                                                 Stephen L. Aber 
            
WELCOME  
  
THE GREAT LITANY 
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* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:                 O Lord, mercifully hear our prayers and by your Majestic Right Hand, reach out to defend us 
      against all that endangers our faith that we may serve and worship you alone. Through the 
      same Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
      God, now and forever. 
Congregation:   Amen.  
 

FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 22:1-18        
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering 
on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey,  
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose 
and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place 
from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there 
and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his 
son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel 
of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said,  
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a 
second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as 
the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,  
18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 25:1-10    
To / you, O Lord,*  
I lift / up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; 
    let me not be / put to shame;* 
    let not my enemies exult / over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be / to shame;* 
    they shall be ashamed who are wan- / tonly treacherous. 
Make me to know your / ways, O Lord;* 
    teach / me your paths. 
Lead me in your / truth and teach me,* 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all / the day long. 
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your / steadfast love,* 
    for they have been / from of old. 
 Remember not the sins of my youth or / my transgressions;* 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for the sake of your good- / ness, O Lord! 
Good and upright / is the Lord;* 
    therefore he instructs sinners / in the way. 
He leads the humble in / what is right,* 
    and teaches the hum- / ble his way. 
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast / love and faithfulness,* 
    for those who keep his covenant / and his testimonies. 
Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy Spirit;*      
as it was in the begin- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  Amen.  
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SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 3:18-22   
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,  
20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds  
to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,  
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,  
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE VERSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Pastor:    The HOLY GOSPEL according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 1:9-15        
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he 
came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him 
like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, be-
ing tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.14 Now after 
John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 

* THE GOSPEL RESPONSE     
 
 
 
 
 
THE SERMON                                     “The Word of God:  Testing”                                      Pr. John Priest 
        

* THE HYMN OF THE DAY             A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                              LBW 229 (page 14) 
 

* THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped  
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.  



8 

* THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Assisting Minister: Lord, in your mercy.   
Congregation:         Hear our prayers. 
            
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

* THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
Congregation: And also with you.   
 

THE OFFERING (8:30)                                  How Beautiful                                                           Twila Paris 
                                                                             Adult Choir 
 

                              (11:00)                       I Want Jesus to Walk With Me                                 arr. Lloyd Larson 
                                    Jan Betts    
 

* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Assisting Minister: Gracious Father,  
Congregation:       by these offerings we confess that you alone are God. Receive them as our prayer to         

see your vision for this world that we may take our proper place among your creatures. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.      People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.      People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  People:   It is right to give him thanks and  praise. 
Pastor:   It is indeed right and salutary…. we praise your name and join their unending  hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
Pastor:    Blessed are you…mystery of faith: 
Congregation:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Pastor: Blessed are you...Lamb’s high feast. 
Congregation:  Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us...and teach us to pray: 
 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

* THE FRACTION 
Pastor: When we eat this Bread, we share the Body of Christ; when we drink this Cup, we share the     

Blood of Christ.  
Congregation:  Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as once you revealed yourself     

to the disciples. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION  (Please be seated; an usher  will direct you to the altar  rail.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS        Jesus, Lead Thou On 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60, tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-97, alt. 
Tune: Adam Drese, 1620-1701; setting: Joseph Herl, b. 1959 
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O Christ, You Walked the Road  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thy Holy Wings, O Savior 

          
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor:   May this the body and this the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
                          keep you in His grace.   
Congregation: Amen. 

 

 

Text; Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007 
Tune: Willima Daman, c. 1540-91; setting: New English Hymnal, 1986 
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* THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Assisting Minister:   Lord Jesus Christ, we came weary amid many temptations, but you have refreshed us with 
           yourself. Teach us to prefer the heavenly food you have supplied for strength to follow 
           where your Spirit leads. You are the Lord forevermore. 
Congregation:        Amen. 
 

Congregation:    I will strive to pray daily, worship weekly, read the Bible, serve at and beyond St. 
 Matthew’s, be in relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others, and give of my 
 time, talents, and resources. 
 
* THE  BENEDICTION      
 

* THE CLOSING  HYMN                     Saviour, When in Dust to Thee                                          (next page) 
 
THE DISMISSAL   
Assisting Minister:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Congregation:        Thanks be to God. 
                               
THE POSTLUDE                                         Toccatina in A Minor                                          Gerald Peterson 
                
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LESSONS for NEXT WEEK: 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
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Saviour, When in Dust to Thee 
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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Testing 
 
Praying 
 

O Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land: Bring 
us, your new Israel, safely through the wilderness of this world so that we may come at last to the glory of 
your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen” (The Daily Prayer of the Church, 979). 
 
Listening 
 
Genesis 22:2 “He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love…” 
 

Origen [Late 2nd – early 3rd century Bible scholar in Alexandria, Egypt]: “What do you say to these things, 
Abraham? What kind of thoughts are stirring in your heart? A word has been uttered by God that is such as to 
shatter and try your faith. What do you say to these things?” (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 
Genesis 12-50, 102). 
 
Genesis 22:2 “...and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you” 
 

Origen of Alexandria: “Are you thinking are you turning over in your heart that if the promise has been given 
to me in Isaac but I offer him for a burnt offering, it remains that the promise holds no hope? Or rather do you 
think of those well-known words and say that it is impossible for him who promised to lie; be that as it may, 
the promise shall remain?” (102). 
 
Genesis 22:7 “… Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
 

St. Ephrem [4th century Syriac theologian and hymnographer in Turkey]: “In two things then was Abraham 
victorious: that he killed his son although he did not kill him and that he believed that after Isaac died he would 
be raised up again and would go back down with him. For Abraham was firmly convinced that he who said to 
him, ‘through Isaac shall your descendants be named,’ was not lying” (105). 
 
Genesis 22:8 “Abraham said, ‘God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.’” 
 

Origen of Alexandria: “Abraham’s response, sufficiently accurate and cautious, moves me. I do not know what 
he saw in his spirit, for he does not speak about the present but about the future: ‘God himself will provide himself 
a sheep.’ He responded to his son’s inquiry about present things with future things. For ‘the Lord himself will 
provide himself a sheep’ in Christ, because also, Wisdom herself has built herself a house,’ and ‘He himself 
humbled himself unto death’” (105). 
 
Genesis 22:12 “… you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
 

St. Ambrose [4th century Bishop of Milan, Italy]: “…Neither was Abraham stained with the blood of his own 
son, nor was God deprived of a victim. When the prophet saw the ram, he did not assume a boastful attitude; 
he did not persist obstinately in his resolve but took the ram in place of the boy” (107). 
 
Reflecting 
 

1. When have I felt most tested by God concerning who or what I trusted more than Him? 
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Learning 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (from Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household. 
 
Second 
 
What benefits does Baptism give? 
 
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
 
Which are these words and promises of God? 
 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: ‘Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned’ (Mark 16:16). 
 
Doing 
 

1. Pray for every unbaptized child and adult you know and for the child’s parents, too. Place their pictures 
and/or names in a prominent place as a reminder to pray for them 

 
2. Pray for your unchurched loved ones and friends. Place their pictures and/or names in a prominent 

place as a reminder to pray for them. Invite one or more of them to worship. 
 

3. Discuss with your spouse, your family, or a friend what benefits Holy Baptism gives and how that relates to 
the Risen Lord Jesus’ word and promise in Mark 16:16. 

 
4. Consult Lutheran Book of Worship, p. 180, for the daily lessons appointed for the week of Lent 1 

(Year One) and read them daily before offering your prayers on behalf of your family, the world, our 
nation, our state, and our local communities. 

 

5. Do your best to discover the date of your Baptism, the place, and the officiant. Make a regular practice 
of observing your baptismal birthday every year with dear ones. 

 

6. Keep a holy Lent, the time of baptismal renewal and of growing in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by adding midweek worship to your calendar.  

 
For Husbands and Wives 
 
Repeat daily: “I (name) take you (name) to be my wedded wife (husband), to have and to hold from this day 
forward; for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to love and to cherish until death 
do us part, according to God’s holy ordinance, and thereto I pledge you my faith.” 
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MEMBERS 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS 

Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 

Margaret French 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 

Jane McDougald 
Wayne McDougald 
Virginia Parisek 

 
 

 

Revenues: 
Expenses: 

 

Income/  
  (Loss) 

Month 
 

33,607.38 
37,969.22 

 

(4,361.84) 
 

YTD 
 

33,607.38 
37,969.22 

 

(4,361.84) 

Operating Fund: January 2021 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

The family of Tom Bowie (brother of Carolyn Hooker), John Raia, Patty Macino, Judy Kettner,  
Cy Oberle, Diane Sundberg, Donna and Larry Frankin, Barbara Teigland-Duff, Joanne Johnson,  

Helen Stansbury, Cary Murphrey, David Searle, Jane Dove, Ed Ludacer, Dusty Pilcher, Maureen Richey 

Offerings Received through February 14 

Required for February: 
Received this month: 

 

Still needed 

40,351.00 
20,346.87 

 

20,004.13 

Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Richard Truax 
Paul Rady 
Betsy Miller 

Crosby James Asher 
Joyce LaSala 
Tracy Boandl 
Jane Dumire 
Lynn Howell 
Melvin Proctor 
Bishop Mayfield 
Fred Geuder 
Beth Jarrott 
William Lawhorn 
Jean Langrall 

Frank Howell 
Stan Brunt, Sr. 
Virginia Mough  
Joe Acito 
Al and Janet Glaeser 
Catera Larson 
Sigrid Emerling 
Barbara Colton 
Kris Ludacer 

Nancy Fauser 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Ken Manning 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 
Charles Smith 

Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Ruth Rice 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 
Jack and Marie Loflin 
Trevor Hornick 
Vivian Alexander 

Carol Comeskey 
Lani Beuerman 
Mandy Harrington 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Doris Ullman 
Raewyn McCombs 
Rose Weidman 
Virginia Parisek 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Walt Brehm 
Judy Benson 
Kay Thompson 
Fran Perry 
Lon Ostby 
Maggie Hoyer 
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church    612 S. College Road, Wilmington, NC 28403 
   910-791-4582               www.stmatthewsch.org 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel D. Zumwalt         szumwalt@bellsouth.net 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Saturday - Eucharist, 6 p.m.       Sunday - Traditional Eucharist. 8:30 and 11 a.m.      Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays - Contemporary Eucharist, 8:30 a.m.        Monday - Evening Prayer  and Bible Study, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday - Eucharist and Healing Prayer, 12:00 p.m. 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
 

Sunday, February 21 First Sunday of Lent 
 8:30 Traditional Eucharist 
 9:45 Sunday School 
          11:00 Traditional Eucharist 
Monday, February 22 
 9:00 Counting Team - Finance Office 
          12:00 Conversations 
            6:00 Evening Prayer   
Tuesday, February 23 
          10:00 Staff Meeting - Rm. 117 
          10:00 Prayer Group - Library   
 6:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 117 
           6:30 Joyful Noise - Nave 
Wednesday, February 24  
 8:30 Men’s Breakfast Group - McCombs 
         12:00 Lenten Eucharist 
 6:00 Crossways - McCombs 
 6:00 Handbells  
 6:00 Middle School Youth 
 7:00 Lenten Evening Prayer 
 7:30 Confirmation 
 7:30 Adult Choir - Choir Room 
Thursday, February 25 
           9:00 Quilting Group - Rm. 117 
         10:00 Crossways - McCombs 
Friday, February 26 
Saturday, February 27 
  6:00 Eucharist 
Sunday, February 28 Second Sunday of Lent 
 8:30 Contemporary Eucharist 
 9:45 Sunday School 
          11:00 Traditional Eucharist;  
                    Stephen Leader Commissioning 
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Special Congregation Meeting to vote on ELCA  
disaffiliation and selection of a new Lutheran denomination 
has been postponed indefinitely. Council will announce a 
date when  the meeting can be conducted in a safe manor. 
As a reminder that in order to qualify to vote at the 
Special Congregation Meeting (date TBD) you must be 
confirmed, have communed, and made a contribution of 
record in 2020 or 2021. When giving cash for your contri-
bution make sure your name is on the envelope in order to 
receive credit.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Openings for March altar flowers: March 21 and 28. Please 
see the chart posted in the Commons to sign up. If you are 
unable to make it to church and would like to sign up please con-
tact Donna Capozio (dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org or 791-
4582). 
 

The 2021 Church Directory is available in the Commons. 
One per family, please. If you are unable to pick one up, please 
contact Donna Capozio if you would like it mailed to you. 
You may also bring back your old directories to be shredded. 
 

The new Sunday School Sponsor sign-up sheet is posted on 
the bulletin board in the Commons. If you are unable to make it 
to church at this time and would like to sign up please contact 
Donna Capozio (dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org or 791-4582). 
 

Offering Counters and Couriers are needed for 2021. 
Counting takes place on Monday mornings (Tuesday if Monday 
is a holiday), at 9 a.m. and takes about an hour. Couriers are 
notified when the count is ready to be taken to the bank. The 
signup sheet for January through June is on the board in the 
Commons. If you can, please sign up for a month, but what-
ever weeks you can help will be appreciated. Thank you! 
 

The St. Matthew’s Endowment Fund has over $30,000 
available for grant disbursements in 2021, and is currently 
accepting applications for requests. Applications are availa-
ble from the Finance Office, and the deadline for all applica-
tions is April 25th. 
 

When planning to make additional donations to the church, 
please consider the Contingency Fund. We have received 
about $19,000 toward the Choir Room repairs but still could 
use $20,000 more. Also remember, we still have a loan to repay 
of $228,750 for the new roof and HVAC over McCombs.   
Donations to the Building Fund will help to reduce that debt.  
Thank you for your attention to these critical areas.  
 

If you are directing third party payments to the church 
please let Joan Wazybok (finance@stmatthewsch.org) know the 
name of the institution and amount, so we know whom to credit. 
Checks received don’t always indicate the donor’s name.  
 

Finance has available numerous gift cards to Lowe’s 
Home Improvement, and Home Depot in $50 and $25 de-
nominations. Please consider purchasing one or several to 
help with your home projects. Stop by the Christkindlmarkt 
table in the Narthex after the Services, or the Finance office 
(room 111 weekdays M-Thursday 9a-1p.) Thank you! 
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