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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

 

 

Church Council Meeting  
 
 

At the their regular meeting, Church Council approved the following: 

 
 William Larsen Wharton was received into membership. 
 Approved up to $500 of the March undesignated “Loose Offerings” be allocated to the Contingency fund. 
 Revisions were approved for Continuing Resolution CR No. B6.09A21 for Secretary to clarify duties, 

and Continuing Resolution CR No. C13.10cA21 for Christkindlmarkt Team's responsibility for a new 
storage shed.  

 Approved a new Continuing Resolution CR No. C14.02eA21 for the Constitution Team.  
 Al Scheidt was appointed as a lay delegate to the NC Synod Assembly to replace Craig Hales. 

  

 

               Easter Egg Hunt 
 

    An Easter Egg Hunt and ‘grab-n-go’ refreshments,  
         will be Saturday April 3rd, starting at 11:00.  
          Everyone will meet in McCombs Fellowship Hall  
          before the start of the egg hunt. 
 

   Any Youth that would like to help with the hunt,  
should contact Liz Rappold by text at 419-388-9185 or email at liz.rappold@gmail.com. 

 
Operating Fund 
Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

February 2021 
 

          Month 

38,812.98 
34,167.00 

4,645.98 

 
          YTD 

72,420.36 
72,136.22 

284.14 

Remaining open dates for altar flowers are 
June 20, August 1, 8, and 29. You may simply 
dedicate the flowers to the Glory of God.  
 

If you are unable to make it to church but 
would like to sign up for altar flowers, please 

contact Donna Capozio at dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org or 
791-4582 to sign up.   

Just a reminder that the Hospice Meals  
program is still on hold. It may be some 
time before the program resumes so a 
sign-up for 2021 will not be posted until 
we have been contacted by Hospice that it is safe to start 
bringing meals again. Thank you for supplying meals in 
the past, and we hope that you will continue to support 
this wonderful ministry once it resumes. 

If you are dealing with grief after 
the loss of a loved one, no matter 
how recent or long ago it was, the 
Grief Support Group by Pastor 
Zumwalt, is there to help you deal with your loss.  
The group meets every 2nd Sunday of the month at 
12:30pm in the church library.  

 
 
 
 
 Thank you St. Matthew’s members for the lovely cards 
that were sent to celebrate my 100th birthday!  
 

            God Bless you!  
            Elsie Cates 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

“But they flattered him with their mouths; they lied to him with their tongues” (Psalm 78:36). 
 

 The second psalm appointed in the Lutheran Book of Worship for Morning Prayer each Monday of Lent is 
Psalm 78. Writing on Monday of Lent 5, I was struck this morning by this verse as a caveat for the Bride of 
Christ as we prepare to enter the holiest week of the year. 
 The Hebrew word for “Holy” is “Kadosh.” It means “set apart for God’s use” or the more colloquial “God ain’t 
like us.” Holy Week is a week set apart for God’s use, namely to work on us through His Word and Sacraments. 
But how can the Lord God get His Word and Sacraments into us if we aren’t here? 
 The country club church is one that sees itself as a membership-driven entity, in which the parish exists to 
serve the dues-paying membership. Already the phrase “country club” evokes visions of well-heeled folks 
gathering for genteel exercise and Sunday brunches. But the country club mentality is, by no means, indicative 
of or restricted to a particular socioeconomic class of persons. 
 Many years ago, I was co-chair of the worship committee for the installation of a new bishop. To accommodate 
the gathering of a new synod that was hundreds of miles wide and deep, we borrowed the facilities of the largest 
Episcopal church in North Dallas. As we were setting up for the service and going over all the details, a nicely-dressed, 
beautifully-coiffed woman came into the nave, apologized for interrupting, and asked if we minded if she practiced 
reading the lessons for the next morning’s Eucharist. She had driven to the parish for the expressed purpose of 
preparing to read the lessons the next day from that lectern. That parish, St. Michael and All Angels, was regularly 
called by envious others, “St. Mercedes and All Cadillacs.” Yet, we wondered how many of our lay readers of lesser 
means would ever imitate this devout sister in Christ. The point being she did not have an entitled mentality. 
 In Psalm 78, the psalmist challenges us to consider how often we, like ancient Israel in the wilderness, flatter 
the Lord God with our mouths but, then, lie to Him with our tongues. How often do we say we are Christians 
and that our faith means so much to us? But, then, we just can’t seem to do what we say when it comes to the 
practice of the faith, particularly in regards to worshiping weekly and, in Holy Week, setting aside all the other 
distractions to worship daily. What??? Give something up for God??? 
 Last year, we were restricted to online worship from March 22 until May 31, when we began to open back 
up for corporate worship. Amazingly, we have managed to commune many in their cars and quite a few in the 
nave without infecting anyone. Robert cleans the pews with antiviral spray. The communion vessels are cleaned 
with antibacterial soap. The pastors continue to wear masks and gloves after using copious amounts of hand 
sanitizer applied multiple times.  
 A dear brother, whose entire immune system was taken down as part of cancer treatment, has worshiped in 
the narthex since early last summer, communing at the door to the nave, and being particularly careful to isolate. 
After a while, he began to come in to sing with the choir while masked and then return to the narthex. He has 
not been infected. Those who tested positive for the coronavirus were not infected at St. Matthew’s and all of 
them (including three staff members) recovered fully. Our average weekly in person worship during Lent has 
been around 230 and at least that online. Meanwhile, countless parishes of many denominations, including our 
own, are not meeting! Why??? 
 If you are concerned about your own health, wear your mask as long as you wish. If you are fearful, continue to 
worship online, but you are safe to drive through for communion every week. Really! Many of us seniors have 
been fully vaccinated and are quite comfortable worshiping again in person.  
 You must decide for yourselves how you will worship weekly, whether online or in person. But when you 
find yourself regularly in grocery and big box stores (and perhaps restaurants) but not in worship, please do ask 
yourself what’s up with that?  
 For every missive from the ever-shifting Dr. Fauci and the ever-patronizing political class, there are weighty 
counter opinions from epidemiologists at Yale, Stanford, and Johns Hopkins. If you only have one or two news 
sources and believe everything that comes out of Raleigh or Washington DC, you may yet be so very fearful of 
in person worship. At what point is fear of death overriding rational thought? 
 It is not arrogance to point to ten months of safe worship practices at St. Matthew’s and seven months of 
safe educational practices at our daughter’s parochial school as evidence that one can worship and study safely 
in person with genuine concern for the neighbor and careful hygiene. 
 However, you choose to worship, please commune regularly... especially on Maundy Thursday, Holy Saturday, 
and Easter Sunday. 
 I am looking forward to the quiet joy of Good Friday noon and the raucous joy of the Feast of the Resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

I love you, 
 
 
Pr. Sam Zumwalt+ 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net   
 



 
 

         Our Christian sympathy is extended to… 
 

  The family of Virginia Parisek. 
 

  The family of Wayne McDougald. 

 
    

 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 

Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 

Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 

Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 

Jane McDougald 
Doris Prillaman 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF DONNA ZUMWALT FRANKLIN, a gift to Pastor’s Discretionary by Carol Roller, 
Carol and Harry Comeskey, Denis and Janet Hall, Kris Hall, Carolyn Hooker, Cherry Horn, and Charles 
and Darlene Schucker; a gift to the Contingency Fund by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Yoder. 
 

IN MEMORY OF  VIRGINIA PARISEK, a gift to Christian Education by Carol and Harry Comeskey;  
a gift to the Contingency Fund by Faith Circle, Charles and Darlene Schucker, and WELCA. 
 

IN MEMORY OF  TOM BOWIE, a gift to the Contingency Fund by Charles and Darlene Schucker. 
 

IN MEMORY OF  JOHN GRAY, a gift to the Contingency Fund by Charles and Darlene Schucker. 
 

IN MEMORY OF  DR.  TOM  THOMPSON ON HIS BIRTHDAY, a gift to the Organ Project Fund 
with love by Alex Monroe. 
 

IN MEMORY OF  WAYNE MCDOUGALD, a gift to the Organ Project Fund by Mary McSwain, and 
Joe and Diane Rumsey; a gift to Voice of the Martyrs by Fred and Ana Maria Jackson.  

 
 

Gifts to Honor and Remember 
 

February 28-March 21 

Nancy Fauser 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Ken Manning 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Liz Newbery 

George Schwenzer 
Charles Smith 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 

Jack and Marie Loflin 
Trevor Hornick 
Vivian Alexander 
Carol Comeskey 
Lani Beuerman 
Mandy Harrington 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Doris Ullman 
Raewyn McCombs 
Rose Weidman 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Walt Brehm 
Judy Benson 
Kay Thompson 

Fran Perry 
Lon Ostby 
Maggie Hoyer 
Dusty Pilcher 
Barbara Teigland-Duff 
Diane Sundberg 
Patty Macino 
Jane Dove 
Maureen Richey 
Darlene Schucker 
Joanne Johnson 
 

Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Richard Truax 

Paul Rady 
Betsy Miller 
Crosby James Asher 
Joyce LaSala 
Tracy Boandl 
Jane Dumire 
Lynn Howell 
Melvin Proctor 
Bishop Mayfield 

Fred Geuder 
Beth Jarrott 
William Lawhorn 
Jean Langrall 
Frank Howell 
Stan Brunt, Sr. 
Virginia Mough  
Joe Acito 
Al and Janet Glaeser 

Catera Larson 
Barbara Colton 
Kris Ludacer 
David Searle 
Cary Murphrey 
Judy Ruffin 
Rev. Rudy Keyl 
Megan McKinney 
Tony Hughes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Joy Shaver 
5 Harrison Rutland 
6 Amy Beall 
6 Curt Stansbury 
7 Alan Richey 
7 Kyle Price 
8 Leslie Bergbower 
 

8 Ellen James 
9 Ethan Gains 
9 Brayden Lupo 
10 Todd Shaver 
11 Britton Jones 
12 Randy Mallo 
17 Donna Siegmund  
18 Ronnie Martin 
18 Marshall Johnson 
19 Kenn Slocum 
19 Dale Stansbury 
20 Butch Ruefle 
21 Janet Hall 
23 Ken Johns 
24 Dwight Crim 
25 Margaret French 
29 Jenny Manning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 Charles & Kim Smith 
9 Ken & Colleen Johns 
14 Pr. Peter & Maggie Hoyer 
15 Richard & Kay Thompson 
16 Pr. Joel & Judy Kettner 
20 Gary & Margaret Ebeltoft 
25 Pr. Marv & Marcie Schedler 
25 Butch & Karen Ruefle 
26 Dwight & Jeannette Crim 
26 Mike & Mandy Harrington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Power of Prayer 
  

Stephen Ministers are prayer warriors. We pray for the members of our congregation and for our Care Receivers 
on a daily basis. We pray for all of our Care Receivers during our meetings while identities are confidential.  
  

Because prayer is the best gift we can offer to someone during a time of trouble, we pray for those in need. We 
try to be a part of the healing found in Psalm 147, which states: The Lord… heals the brokenhearted, and binds 
up their wounds. The Lord lifts up the downtrodden.” 
  

We pray that the Lord will turn your weaknesses into strength, suffering into compassion, sorrows into joy, and 
pain into comfort for others. If you are aware of someone suffering, please join your “words” with ours and help us 
pray for them as we lift them up to the Lord. 
  

As always, if you are going through a difficult time, and think you can benefit from the support of a Stephen Minister, 
especially in prayer, please call Pastor Sam Zumwalt (910-791-4582), Ana María Jackson (910-791-3262), Jon 
Lindsay (910-399-3186) or Terry Miller (910-406-1065). 
  

 Ps 107:2, 3, 6: “O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.”  
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4th Annual  Christkindlmarkt 

Momentum is building. Let’s keep it up!  
More members are signing up to help out with our event 

but we still need a few sub-committee leads to coordinate 

the various projects. (Advertising, Food, Member Arts & 

Crafts, Site-Planning). Thank you, Emily Burke, for taking 

on the lead role of German Gifts. Site planning team members 

have already walked the grounds to establish the layout 

for the band, vendors and food areas. For more information 

or to take one of these open positions, contact Carol Roller 

or write to christkindlmarkt@stmatthewsch.org  

 

Current Status 

 The Committee has raised over $2,600 so far!  Mini-

fundraisers have been a huge success. Almost 

$1,200 was raised from the sale of gift cards. There 

are going to be a lot of busy folks this spring. We 

love our chocolates!  We sold $350 (42 bunnies and 

dozens of eggs, chicks and nougat logs) 

 Thanks to all who gave their feedback on The Pretzel 

Man. All comments were positive. Pr. Bob will discuss 

the possibilities with them for supplying our event. 

 Member Arts & Crafts: Do you have a hobby or 

craft you enjoy working on?  Is there something you 

can donate to be sold at our event?  We love those 

handmade decorations and ornaments.  

 Vendors: A “Save the Date” reminder went out to 

former vendor participants and we have already 

gotten four positive responses from those looking 

forward to our festival:  Frog on a Pond, Coastal 

Tides Soaps & Candles, Soul Anchor and Wood 

Chuck. Already a nice variety. Of course we do 

welcome vendor suggestions. If you know of one who 

might be a good fit for our festival, please contact Irene 

at vendors@stmatthewsch.org.  

 

Something New 
Attention all Standing Committee members:  You can 

help Christkindlmarkt and potentially add to the coffer of 

your committee.  We plan to Auction off (Silent Auction) 

gift baskets and hope to get five or six of substantial size 

that could bring in about $250 each.  The team which brings 

in the most money will win $100 for their “Any Use” restricted 

account to use at their discretion. Team Facilitators, put 

on your thinking caps.  Can you rally your groups to 

create a themed basket? Are you willing to donate items, or 

obtain donations of items, to auction off or to add to an 

auction basket? Think … store gift cards, restaurant gift 

certificates, hotel stays, bottles of wine, or handmade 

items. Do you know business owners, crafty friends, up 

and coming entrepreneurs?  Ask them about donating an 

item to our auction!!!  It’s advertising for them and it will 

help raise valuable funds for our church building projects.   

Contact Keri Rutland at kerirutland@yahoo.com if you 

can help or have ideas!  
 

Sponsorship forms will be coming out soon. Keep  

on the lookout. Corporate sponsorships are key to our 

success. Think about businesses you would like to see 

recognized at our festival and consider asking them to 

sponsor. Do you own a business you would like to promote? 

Individual members and friends can also support our 

cause by contributing. There are several sponsorship 

levels of both types to fit different needs and budgets. 

If you would like to 
bake and donate for 

this event, 
we would be 
most grateful. 

 
Please contact 

Joyce Crouch or 
Karen Schmoke. 

mailto:kerirutland@yahoo.com


Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 
emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 
activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 
as decisions are made.  

 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 
them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  Maundy Thurs. 
12:00  Maundy Thurs    
         Eucharist 
6:00 Adult Choir 
7:00 Maundy Thurs  
        Eucharist 
 
 

2 Good Friday 
      Office closed 
12:00 Good Friday 
           Worship 
7:00 Good Friday 
        Tenebrae 
 
 

3  Easter Vigil 
11:00 Easter Egg        
          Hunt 
6:00 Easter Vigil  
         Eucharist 

 
 

4   Easter 
6:30 Sunrise Eucharist 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
 

5    
9:00 Counting Team 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 Harbour Towne     
        Band rehearsal 
 
 
 

6  
10:00 Prayer Group 
12:00 Quilt Ministry 
6:30 Joyful Noise 
6:30 Stephen Ministry 
 
 

7 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
11:00 Finance Team 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir      

8  
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
6:30 Council 
 

 
 

9  
 

10  
6:00 Eucharist 

11   2nd Sunday of 
       Easter 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
12:30 Grief Support  
          Group 
 

12  
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 Harbour Towne     
        Band rehearsal 
 
 

13   
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
10:00 Faith Circle 
12:00 Quilt Ministry 
6:00 Girl Scouts 
  
 
 

14  
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir      

15   
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
 

16   
 
 

17 
6:00 Eucharist 

18  3rd Sunday of 
       Easter 
8:30 Eucharist 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 
 

19 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 Harbour Towne     
        Band rehearsal 

20 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
12:00 Quilt Ministry 
6:30 Joyful Noise  
6:30 Stephen Ministry 
 
 
 

21 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir    

22 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
 

23 
 

24 
6:00 Eucharist 

25  4th Sunday of 
       Easter 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 Harbour Towne     
        Band rehearsal 

27 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
12:00 Quilt Ministry 
6:00 Girl Scouts  
 

28 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossways 
6:00 MS Youth 
6:00 Handbells 
7:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Adult Choir    

29 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
10:00 Crossways 
 

30  


