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This service is an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae service, dating from the 8th century.  “Tenebrae” means 
“shadows” or “darkness”.  It is a service of worship that moves from light to darkness, with the fading light 
symbolizing the ebbing life of the crucified Lord and the awesome darkness of sin and evil.  The loud sounds 
which mark the end of the service is a reminder of the awfulness of Christ’s death.  For a little while, the church 
will be in total darkness, symbolizing the ultimate consequence of human sinfulness.  But before the service 
ends, one lighted candle will be returned reminding us of the resurrection of Christ and the victory he has won 
through his death and resurrection.  
 
SILENT MEDITATION 
 

* INVOCATION  
He who knew equality with God to be His natural right as a Son, gave up His heavenly glory that we, by His 
suffering and death, might be granted the right of eternal sonship by the Father. The crowds have turned upon 
Him and mocked Him, whom once they hailed; and death, proud death, has claimed Him who came to conquer 
death, little knowing that already Christ stands at the threshold of victory. 
 

Wherefore God has highly exalted Him and given Him a name that is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
* THE PRAYERS FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HE FIRST WORD             “Father, Forgive Them., For They Know Not What They Do.” 

Isaiah 53:3       
3 He was despised and rejected by men;   
   a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Luke 23:32-38 

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to 
be put to death with him. 33 And when they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified 
him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. 34And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide 
his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but 
the rulers scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let 
him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 
One!" 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37and saying, "If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

  Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
7:00 p.m. 
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* THE HYMN                                             Jesus in Thy Dying Woes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE SECOND WORD                “Truly, I Say To You, Today You Will Be With Me In Paradise.” 

Isaiah 53:12 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death 
   and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
   and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

Luke 23:39-43 
39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 
saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 
40But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God,  
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 
wrong." 42And he said, "Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom." 43And he said to him, "Truly, 
I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

ANTHEM                              Adult Choir 
 
 
 

 

THE THIRD WORD                  “Woman, Behold Your Son!  Behold, Your Mother!.” 

Isaiah 53:10-11 
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 
   he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
   he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11Out of 
the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by 
his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 

John 19:23-27 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
garments and divided them into four parts, one part for 
each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24so they said to 
one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see 
whose it shall be." This was to fulfill the Scripture which 
says, "They divided my garments among them, and for 
my clothing they cast lots."  So the soldiers did these 
things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his 
mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and 
the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 
his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" 27Then he said 
to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own home.  
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* THE HYMN                                                   Ah, Holy Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE FOURTH WORD                  “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

Isaiah 56:6 
6"And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
   to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
   and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
   and holds fast my covenant— 

Matthew 27:45-49 
45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?" 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, "This man is calling Elijah." 48And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and 
put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others 
said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him." 

THE HYMN                                                 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                               (see page 13) 
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THE FIFTH WORD                                            “I Thirst.” 

Isaiah 53:7 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
   so he opened not his mouth. 

John 19:28-29 
28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, 
said (to fulfill the Scripture), "I thirst." 29A jar full of 
sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the 
sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 

* THE HYMN                                               “Glory Be to Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE SIXTH WORD                                      “It Is Finished!” 

Isaiah 53:4-5 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
   and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; 
   he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his stripes we are healed. 

John 19:30-37 
30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, "It is 
finished," and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
31Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies 
would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 
32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and 
of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs. 34But one of the soldiers pierced his 
side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and 
water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness— his testimony 
is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth— that you 
also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be 
broken." 37And again another Scripture says, "They will 
look on him whom they have pierced." 

ANTHEM                                                                                                                                           Adult Choir 
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THE SEVENTH WORD                 “Father, Into Your Hands, I Commit My Spirit.” 

Isaiah 53:8-9 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
   and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
   stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
   and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Luke 23:44-49 
44It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45while the sun’s 
light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit!" And having said 
this he breathed his last. 47Now when the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God, saying, "Certainly 
this man was innocent!" 48And all the crowds that had 
assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had 
taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49And 
all his acquaintances and the women who had followed 
him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 

 

* HYMN                                                           Were You There?                                                    (verses 1-3) 
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PERIOD OF SILENT MEDITATION AS THE CHRIST CANDLE EXITS. 
 

JESUS’ DEATH SYMBOLIZED. 
 

ENTRANCE OF THE CHRIST CANDLE. 
 

THE CONGREGATION LEAVES THE CHURCH IN DARKENSS AND SILENCE.  
 

Please place your offering in the offering plates located near the doors as you leave the sanctuary.  
 



Easter Vigil Saturday   
Sermon                                                   “The Word of God:  Our Victory”                               Pr. Sam Zumwalt 
 

The Offering                                                      Little  Lamb                                           arr. Phil Kadidlo                                
                                                                              Teresa Hall 

Good Friday 
Sermon                                  “The Close of the Commandments”                                 Pr. Peter Hoyer 
 

Choral Response to The Second Word  (7:00)           O Jerusalem                                                 Janet Vogt
                                    Emily Burke              

                                                                                                               

Choral Response to The Sixth Word  (7:00)           Jesus, Have Mercy                               Patrick Liebergen 
                                                Adult Choir     

                                                                                      


 

SMALL CATECHISM 
The Close of the Commandments 
(Exodus 20:5b-6 - “for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.) 
 

What does God say about all these commandments? 

He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those 
who love Me and keep my commandments.” 
 

What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore we should fear His wrath and not 
do anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. 
Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.               

Maundy Thursday    
Sermon                                                 “The Tenth Commandment”                                Pr. Sam Zumwalt 
 

The Offering (12:00)                                 In Remembrance Of Me                                                    Buryl Red 
                                     Jan Betts 
 

                          (7:00)                                  In Remembrance Of Me                                                    Buryl Red 
                                  Adult Choir 
 


 

SMALL CATECHISM 
The Tenth Commandment 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor.  
 

(Exodus 20:17b - “you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or 
his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”  
 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, worker, or 
animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 



MEMBERS 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS 

Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 

Margaret French 
Ruthann Getsinger 
 

Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 
 

 
 

 

Revenues: 
Expenses: 

 

Income/  
  (Loss) 

Month 
 

38,812.98 
34,167.00 

 

4,645.98 
 

YTD 
 

72,420.36 
72,136.22 

 

284.14 

Operating Fund: February 2021 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Sandra Marshburn, Laura and Micki Matthess, Tony Hughes, Megan McKinney, Rev. Rudy Keyl,  
Judy Ruffin, Darlene Schucker, John Raia, Patty Macino, Joanne Johnson, Jane Dove, Maureen Richey 

Offerings Received through March 28 

Anticipated March receipts: 
Received to date: 

 

Amount still anticipated: 

48,352.74 
30,793.56 

 

17,559.18 

Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Richard Truax 
Paul Rady 
Betsy Miller 

Crosby James Asher 
Joyce LaSala 
Tracy Boandl 
Jane Dumire 
Lynn Howell 
Melvin Proctor 
Bishop Mayfield 
Fred Geuder 
Beth Jarrott 
William Lawhorn 
Jean Langrall 

Frank Howell 
Stan Brunt, Sr. 
Virginia Mough  
Joe Acito 
Al and Janet Glaeser 
Catera Larson 
Barbara Colton 
Kris Ludacer 
David Searle 
Cary Murphrey 
 

Nancy Fauser 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Ken Manning 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 
Charles Smith 

Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 
Jack and Marie Loflin 
Trevor Hornick 
Vivian Alexander 
Carol Comeskey 

Lani Beuerman 
Mandy Harrington 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Doris Ullman 
Raewyn McCombs 
Rose Weidman 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Walt Brehm 
Judy Benson 
Kay Thompson 
Fran Perry 
Lon Ostby 
Maggie Hoyer 
Dusty Pilcher 
Barbara Teigland-Duff 
Diane Sundberg 

Expenses 

Budgeted March expenses: 
Already paid this month: 

 

Expected bills to be paid: 

43,589.27 
15,807.64 

 

27,781.63 






Portions of today’s liturgy and hymns are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, 
and Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing Liturgy license 
000010164, Concordia Publishing Hymn license 100010164, Augsburg Fortress licenses 9245-L, 26780, SAS006780, 
and CCLI license 2014768. Eucharistic Prayer and Fraction reprinted by permission from A Little Book of Canons by 
Rod L. Ronneberg, STS, © 1997 and © 2010. Streaming: CCLI license 20580893. 

 

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church    612 S. College Road, Wilmington, NC 28403 
   910-791-4582               www.stmatthewsch.org 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel D. Zumwalt         szumwalt@bellsouth.net 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Saturday - Eucharist, 6 p.m.       Sunday - Traditional Eucharist. 8:30 and 11 a.m.      Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays - Contemporary Eucharist, 8:30 a.m.        Monday - Evening Prayer  and Bible Study, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday - Eucharist and Healing Prayer, 12:00 p.m. 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
 

Sunday, April 4 The Feast of the Resurrection of our   

                           Lord Jesus Christ 

 6:30 Sunrise Eucharist 

 8:30 Traditional Eucharist 

         11:00 Traditional Eucharist  

Monday, April 5 

 9:00 Counting Team - Finance Office 

            6:00 Evening Prayer   

 7:00 Harbour Towne Band rehearsal - Choir Room 
Tuesday, April 6 

          10:00 Prayer Group - Library  

          12:00 Quilt Ministry - Rm. 117 

 6:30 Joyful Noise - Nave 

 6:30 Stephen Ministry 

Wednesday, April 7 

           8:30 Men’s Breakfast Group - McCombs 
          11:00 Finance Team  
          12:00 Healing Eucharist 
 6:00 Crossways - McCombs 
 6:00 Handbells - Nave 
 6:00 Middle School Youth 
 7:00 Confirmation 
 7:00 Adult Choir - Nave 
Thursday, April 8 

           9:00 Quilt Ministry - Rm. 117 

         10:00 Crossways - McCombs 

 6:30 Council - Nave/Rm. 117 

Friday, April 9 

Saturday, April 10 

           6:00 Eucharist 

Sunday, April 11 Second Sunday of Easter 

 8:30 Contemporary Eucharist 

 9:45 Sunday School 

         11:00 Traditional Eucharist  

         12:30 Grief Support Group - Library 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Altar flower dates still open: June 20, August 1, 8, and 29.  
Please see the chart posted in the Commons to sign up. If you 
are unable to make it to church and would like to sign up 
please contact Donna Capozio (dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org 
or 791-4582). 
 

Reminder from Finance: As work is being completed on 
the organ, the Organ Project fund still needs about $4,000 to 
pay for the project in full. 
 

The 2021 Church Directory is available in the Commons. 
One per family, please. You may also bring back your old 
directories to be shredded. 
 
Offering Counters and Couriers are needed for 2021. 
The signup sheet through June is posted on the board in the 
Commons. If you can, please sign up for a month, but what-
ever weeks you can help will be appreciated. Thank you! 
 
The St. Matthew’s Endowment Fund has over $30,000 
available for grant disbursements in 2021, and is currently 
accepting applications for requests. Applications are availa-
ble from the Finance Office, and the deadline for all applica-
tions is April 25th. 
 

Bakers are needed for the CKM Spring Bake Sale, May 
1st-2nd. If you can help, please contact Karen Schmoke at 
231-690-9754 or swids73@hotmail.com.  
 

The Special Congregation Meeting to vote on ELCA  
disaffiliation and selection of a new Lutheran denomination 
has been postponed indefinitely. Council will announce a 
date when the meeting can be conducted in a safe manor. 
Remember, in order to qualify to vote at the Special  
Congregation Meeting (date TBD) you must be confirmed, 
have communed, and made a contribution of record in 2020 
or 2021.   


