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OUR MISSION   
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming  

Christ crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  
  

WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We welcome all who worship with us today. We gather as the Body of Christ to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice 
of thanksgiving and praise to God. Ushers are available to answer any of your questions. The church is equipped 
with a hearing impaired system. If you need a listening device, it may be obtained from an usher. In the minutes 
prior to the beginning of each service, the doors to the nave are closed, and quiet is encouraged. Music is offered 
which prepares worshipers to receive God’s gifts from His Hand – the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

Celebrating Holy Communion: We believe, teach, and confess Chr ist is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians, who share this belief, are invited to receive Jesus as He comes in the Holy Communion 
to forgive the sins of the penitent. Children and others who are not yet receiving the sacrament, or who choose 
not to commune with us, are invited to come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest.  
 

During this Covid-19 season, specific instructions for communion will be given by the Pastor. Please receive 
the host in your flattened palm. If you cannot receive alcohol, please inform the Pastor before the host is dipped in 
the chalice. If you need gluten free host, please ask before the host is dipped in the chalice.  
 

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS! We celebrate the national holiday of Thanksgiving on Tuesday, 
November 23, at 7 p.m. and on Wednesday, November 24, at 12 noon. While Thanksgiving is not part of the 
Lutheran liturgical calendar, it is, nevertheless, a good and godly thing to give the Triune God our thanks and 
praise for all the blessings we enjoy. As always, we remember those who have greater physical needs and offer 
palpable signs of God's love and concern to them through financial gifts to ministries providing food and shelter for 
the poor and homeless and our gifts of staple items to those, like Mother Hubbard's Cupboard, who provide such 
items directly to those in need. Pastor Michael Bergbower, our Visitation Pastor, is our guest presider and 
preacher for these Thanksgiving services.  
 

I will strive to …… Pray daily 
  Worship weekly 
                                 Read the Bible 
                                 Serve at and beyond St. Matthew’s 
                                 Be in Relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others    
                           Give of my time, talents and resources  

 




Portions of today’s liturgy and hymns are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, 
and Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing Liturgy license 
000010164, Concordia Publishing Hymn license 100010164, Augsburg Fortress licenses 9245-L, 26780, SAS006780, 
and CCLI license 2014768. Eucharistic Prayer and Fraction reprinted by permission from A Little Book of Canons by 
Rod L. Ronneberg, STS, © 1997 and © 2010. Streaming: CCLI license 20580893. 
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(*Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Silence for Meditation 
 

PRELUDE                                          Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                                 Mary McDonald                                        
                                                                          
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

* THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
Pastor:                Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  may perfectly love 
 you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
Pastor:                 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 
Congregation:   We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  
 undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  
 as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
 us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
 of your holy name. Amen. 
 

Pastor:                Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

* THE OPENING HYMN                        We Praise You, O God                                                     LBW 241 
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* THE GREETING 
Pastor:     The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
     with you all.  
Congregation:  And also with you.  
 
* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, your mercy is new every morning and though we do not 

deserve your goodness you generously provide everything we need. Give us your Spirit that we 
may acknowledge your providence, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 
obedience. Through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Deuteronomy 8:1-10      
“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, 
and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember the whole 
way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing 
you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3 And he humbled 
you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he 
might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from 
the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years.  
5 Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. 6 So you shall 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7 For the Lord your 
God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the 
valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees 
and honey, 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless 
the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 67       
May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us,  
that your way may be known on earth,  
    your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
    let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations upon earth.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
    let all the peoples praise you! 
The earth has yielded its increase;  
    God, our God, shall bless us. 
God shall bless us;  
    let all the ends of the earth fear him!  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
SECOND LESSON:  1 Timothy 2:1-4  
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE VERSE                                 Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Pastor:               The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 17:11-19     
11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered a village, 
he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they 
were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 
16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, 
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.   
 

* THE GOSPEL RESPONSE 
Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                     The Shepherd’s Staff/Crook                                       Pr. Bergbower 
 

* THE HYMN OF THE DAY         Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Text: Henry Smith, b. 1952 
Tune: Henry Smith, b. 1952 
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* THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
* THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor:     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING  (7:00)                         For the Beauty of the Earth                                  arr. J. Ashley Hall 

Gina Martuscelli 
 

                                      (12:00)                        For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
* THE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise him, all creatures here below; 
    Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
    Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
* THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Pastor: Heavenly Father,  
Congregation:  we gratefully acknowledge that your angels protected us as we worked to earn our daily 

bread. Guard us from mismanagement as we share ourselves and what you have given, 
extending your care to those in need. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  
* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.    People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
Pastor:  We give you thanks...both now and forever.  
 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION  (Please be seated. An usher will direct you to the altar rail.) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN                      For the Fruit of All Creation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Assisting Minister: Almighty God, we rejoice to call you Father because your son became our brother. Help us 

move beyond the common reasons for thanksgiving, remembering your all-surpassing mercy 
and gift of grace through our beloved savior. Receive our coming to his table as a longing 
to be united with him in eternal love. Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Congregation:       Amen. 
 
* THE BENEDICTION 
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* THE CLOSING HYMN                Come, You Thankful People, Come                                        LBW 407     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor:                Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE POSTLUDE                                Now Thank We all our God                
 


