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OUR MISSION   
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming  

Christ crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  
  

WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We welcome all who worship with us today. We gather as the Body of Christ to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice 
of thanksgiving and praise to God. Ushers are available to answer any of your questions. The church is equipped 
with a hearing impaired system. If you need a listening device, it may be obtained from an usher. In the minutes 
prior to the beginning of each service, the doors to the nave are closed, and quiet is encouraged. Music is offered 
which prepares worshipers to receive God’s gifts from His Hand – the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

Celebrating Holy Communion: We believe, teach, and confess Chr ist is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians, who share this belief, are invited to receive Jesus as He comes in the Holy Communion 
to forgive the sins of the penitent. Children and others who are not yet receiving the sacrament, or who choose 
not to commune with us, are invited to come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest.  
 

During this Covid-19 season, specific instructions for communion will be given by the Pastor. Please receive 
the host in your flattened palm. If you cannot receive alcohol, please inform the Pastor before the host is dipped in 
the chalice. If you need gluten free host, please ask before the host is dipped in the chalice.  
 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God and given by J im and Sheila Whitmeyer  in loving 
memory of David Adams, Jeannette Pressman, and our parents, and by Sharon Callender in honor of her birthday. 
 

CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN! We welcome you in the name of the Lord Jesus Chr ist on this Feast 
of St. Stephen. This first of three martyrs days follows the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
easily becomes a time of sentimentality and happiness for those who have plenty. The martyrdom of St. Stephen 
reminds Christ's Church that our Lord was born to die, that we have died with Him in Holy Baptism, and that 
we must die to ourselves day after day. Many Christians in the world live in the constant shadow of the cross 
with physical martyrdom a possibility for Christ's brothers and sisters. In the midst of the twelve days of Christmas, 
we are reminded that our Lord Jesus calls us to take up our own crosses and follow Him. Faithfulness unto death, 
like Stephen's, may yet require of us our own life in this world as the devil's days grow shorter and the Church 
suffers both his anger and that of his power-drunk minions.   
 

I will strive to ……Pray daily 
 Worship weekly 
                                Read the Bible 
                                Serve at and beyond St. Matthew’s 
                                Be in Relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others   
                                Give of my time, talents and resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




Portions of today’s liturgy and hymns are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, 
and Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing Liturgy license 
000010164, Concordia Publishing Hymn license 100010164, Augsburg Fortress licenses 9245-L, 26780, SAS006780, 
and CCLI license 2014768. Eucharistic Prayer and Fraction reprinted by permission from A Little Book of Canons by 
Rod L. Ronneberg, STS, © 1997 and © 2010. Streaming: CCLI license 20580893. 
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* Please stand as you are able.     
  

Silence for Meditation                                                                                           
    

PRELUDE                                                             He is Born                                                    Mary McDonald 
                                                           
WELCOME  
 
* THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:     Let us make confession to God. 

Congregation:  Almighty God, merciful Father: 

 I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

offended you and for which I justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, 

and repent of them, and pray for your boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and 

death of your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive 

my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to 

life everlasting. Amen.  

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our   

sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of    

God who called us out of darkness into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister    

of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness    

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

* OPENING HYMN                                Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful                                                     LBW 45 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* THE GREETING  
Pastor:     The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
     be with you all. 
Congregation:  And also with you. 



4 

* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:            Grant to us, O Lord, to learn to love our enemies by imitating what we respect in your martyr, 

St. Stephen, whose birth to immortality we celebrate this day. You live and reign with the  
 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

FIRST LESSON:  2 Chronicles 24:17-22  
17 Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to 
them. 18 And they abandoned the house of the Lord, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the 
idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19 Yet he sent prophets among them to 
bring them back to the Lord. These testified against them, but they would not pay attention. 20 Then the Spirit 
of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to them, “Thus 
says God, ‘Why do you break the commandments of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have 
forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken you.’” 21 But they conspired against him, and by command of the king they 
stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the Lord. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness 
that Jehoiada, Zechariah's father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, “May 
the Lord see and avenge!”  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM HYMN                                                Joy to the World                                                            LBW 39 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SECOND LESSON: Acts 6:8--7:1-2a, 51-60   
8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the  
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not 
withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, 
“We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and 
the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they 
set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for 
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses 
delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.  

(continued) 
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7 1 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said: … 51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised 
in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, 
whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not 
keep it.” 54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, 
full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But 
they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of 
the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And 
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Pastor:                The HOLY GOSPEL according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 23:34-39     
34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some 
you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous 
blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom 
you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation. 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

THE SERMON                               “Holy Baptism:  Faithful unto Death”                                 Pr. Zumwalt 
 

* THE HYMN OF THE DAY              By All Your Saints in Warfare                                            LBW 177 
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* THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.     
 
* THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:               Lord, in your mercy.   
Congregation: Hear our prayers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

* THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
Pastor:               The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
Congregation: And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING                                        Go, Tell It On The Mountain                                      David Lasky                         
                  
* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE           What Child is This (verse 3)      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Assisting Minister: Receive our offerings, O God,    
Congregation:       as you received the devotion and suffering of St. Stephen. Make us glorious in death 
          through lives of active faith. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.   People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.    People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. People:   It is right to give him thanks and  praise. 
Pastor:   In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
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* THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
Pastor:     We give you thanks...both now and forever.  
Congregation:  Amen. 
 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION    
 

* THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Assisting Minister:  O Lord, we have once more celebrated your suffering and death for us. May this food  
           strengthen us to accomplish and endure whatever will bring glory to your eternal reign.                      

You are the Lord forevermore. 
Congregation:        Amen. 
 

Congregation:    I will strive to pray daily, worship weekly, read the Bible, serve at and beyond St. 
Matthew’s, be in relationship to encourage spiritual growth in others, and give of my 
time, talents, and resources. 

 

* THE BENEDICTION 
 

* THE CLOSING  HYMN                        Good King Wenceslas                                                          (page 8) 
  
* THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE POSTLUDE                                Angels from the Realms of Glory                           Edwin C. Johnson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LESSONS for NEXT WEEK:  
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm Hymn “Joy to the World”; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-18 
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Good King Wenceslas 



9 

Holy Baptism: Faithful unto Death 
 

Praying 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr, St. Stephen, who died praying for 
those who killed him: Strengthen us to imitate his goodness and to love even our enemies; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen”  
(The Daily Prayer of the Church, 267). 
 
Listening 
 
Acts 6:8 “And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people.” 
 

St. Bede the Venerable [Late 7th – early 8th century British monk and ecclesiastical historian]: “The Greek word 
Stephen means ‘crowned’ in Latin. In a very beautiful way he anticipated by the portent in his name what he was  
about to experience in reality… In Hebrew, however, his name means ‘your norm.’ Whose norm, if not that of 
the subsequent martyrs, for whom, by being the first to suffer, he became the model of dying for Christ?”  
(Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Acts, 72). 
 
Acts 7:56 “…Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
 

St. Ambrose [4th century Bishop of Mediolanum (Milan, Italy)]: “Jesus stood as a helpmate; he stood as if anxious 
to help Stephen, his athlete, in the struggle. He stood as though ready to crown his martyr. Let him then stand 
for you that you may not fear him sitting, for he sits when he judges… He sits to judge, he stands to give judgment, 
and he judges the imperfect …” (86).  
 
Acts 7:58 “Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him…” 
 

St. Bede: “The Lord too, who ‘chose’ us ‘out of the world’ for his heavenly kingdom and glory, suffered outside the 
gate, like Stephen, who, as though he were a stranger to the world, was stoned outside the city. For he had no 
permanent city here, but with his whole heart he sought the city to come. And, in accordance with the vicissitudes of 
events, the martyr directed the gate of his pure heart to heaven, while the stiff-necked persecutor stretched out 
his hands toward the stones” (87). 
 
Acts 7:58 “And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul” 
 

St. John Chrysostom [Late 4th – early 5th century Patriarch of Constantinople, Turkey]: “Notice with what accuracy 
he narrates all that concerns Paul, to show you that the action was divine. After all this, not only did Paul not 
believe, but he even sought him with a thousand hands. This is why it says, ‘And Saul approved of his killing’”  (87). 
 
Acts 7:60 “… Lord, do not hold this sin against them….”  
 

St. John Chrysostom: “This is the boldness of speech that belongs to a man who is carrying the cross. Let us 
then also imitate this. For although it is not a time for war, it is always a time for boldness. Boldness of speech 
is success; anger is failure” (87). 
 
Reflecting 
 

1. Am I as bold as St. Stephen for Jesus Christ who dwells in me? Will I be faithful unto death? 
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Learning 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (from Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household. 
 
The Second Petition 
 
Thy kingdom come. 
 
What does this mean? 
 
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come 
to us also. 
 
How does God’s kingdom come? 
 
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His 
holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 
 
Doing 
 

1. Pray for every unbaptized child and adult you know and for the child’s parents, too. 
 
2. Pray for your unchurched loved ones and friends. Invite one or more of them to worship. 
 

3. Discuss with your spouse, your family, or a friend what it might look like for God’s kingdom to come 
in your lives this week. 

 
4. Consult Lutheran Book of Worship, p. 186, for the daily lessons for the Christmas Day and following 

(Year Two) and read them daily before offering your prayers on behalf of your family, the world, our 
nation, our state, and our local communities. 

 

5. Reflect on the speed and manner in which you typically pray the Lord’s Prayer. Now, slow it down to 
carefully say each petition thoughtfully. Meditate daily on this week’s introduction. 

 

6. Because there is no Sunday School on December 26 or January 2, take a little more time to discuss one 
or more of the lessons read in worship on these Sundays. Take your bulletin home (or leave it in your 
car) as a reminder to read and discuss the lessons and then ask what God the Holy Spirit is calling you 
to do this week. To whom is God sending you?  

 

7. If you are not yet a member, register for the New Disciples Class on January 29 at 9 a.m. 
 

For Husbands and Wives 
 
Repeat daily: “I (name) take you (name) to be my wedded wife (husband), to have and to hold from this day 
forward; for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to love and to cherish until death 
do us part, according to God’s holy ordinance, and thereto I pledge you my faith.” 
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MEMBERS 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS 

Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 

Margaret French 
Ruthann Getsinger 

Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 

 
 

 

Revenues: 
Expenses: 

 

Income/  
  (Loss) 

Month 
 

31,783.55 
34,136.67 

 

(2,353.12) 
 

YTD 
 

410,755.73 
411,780.19 

 

(1,024.46) 

Operating Fund: November 2021 Offerings Received through December 19 

Projected Dec. receipts: 
Received to date: 

 

Expected additional receipts: 

48,742.00 
44,787.53 

 

3,954.47 

Amie Knauer 
Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Lisa Holgerson 
Richard Truax 
Paul Rady 
Betsy Miller 
Crosby James Asher 
Tracy Boandl 
Bishop Mayfield 
Jean Langrall 
Stan Brunt, Sr. 
Barbara Colton 

Sandra Marshburn 
Megan McKinney 
August Hopper 
Kattie Duff 
Noah Renfro 
Lauren Miller 
Gretchen Donaldson 
David Schwartz 
Rhonda Melton 
Gene Gause 
Ronnie Carter 
Sean McShane 
Pat Lienhart 
D. Perry 

Gunder Peterson 
Vinny Swidorski 
John Tullous, Jr.  
Tonya Reeves 
Ronnie Dunlop 
Cannon Helms 
Lynne Bryson 
Glen Lindner 
David Hunsberger 
John Darr 
Sally Przybranowski 
Jo Beth Brinkley 
Jackie Horne 
Donna Lawhorn 

Nancy Fauser 
Regina Ryder 
Keith Farmer 
Donna Siegmund 
Kenn Slocum 
Harry Comeskey 
Pat Mahl 
Jan Magnus 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 
Charles Smith 
Dwight Crim 
Al Birnstein 
Arthur Pease 
Judy Daniels 
Bill Baldwin 
Helen Knoll  

Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 
Marie Loflin 
Vivian Alexander 
Lani Beuerman 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Judy Benson 
Fran Perry 
Lon Ostby 
Laura Matthess 
Micki Matthess 
Jane Dove 
Ed Ludacer  
Joanne Johnson 
Margaret French 
Maureen Richey 
David Medlin 

Barbara Moore 
Leslie Long 
Howard Beuerman 
Patty Macino 
Al Scheidt 
Carrie McDonough 
Gabriela Walters 
Greg Adams 
Brigitte Walters 
Walt Brehm 
Diane Sundberg 
Carol Comeskey 
Daniel Sparks 
Erika Braje 
Terry Miller 
Marcie Schedler 
John Tullous 

Expenses 

Budgeted expenses for Dec: 
Bills paid to date: 

 

Bills yet to be paid: 

40,105.00 
4,092.89         

 

36,012.11 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

The family of Wayne Ulisnik (father of Kevin Ulisnik), John Goss, Nate Holway, Jeff James,  
Joel Peterson, Barbara Duff, Ruth Rice, Hudson Dingfelder, Jennifer Stirrat, Peggy Davis,  
Bill and Dot Pearson, Janet and Dennis Hall, Ken Manning, Eileen Carzon, Alex Schwartz 
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church    612 S. College Road, Wilmington, NC 28403 
   910-791-4582               www.stmatthewsch.org 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel D. Zumwalt         szumwalt@bellsouth.net 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Saturday - Eucharist, 6 p.m.       Sunday - Traditional Eucharist. 8:30 and 11 a.m.      Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 

2nd and 4th Sundays - Contemporary Eucharist, 8:30 a.m.        Monday - Evening Prayer  and Bible Study, 5 p.m. 
Wednesday - Eucharist and Healing Prayer, 12:00 p.m. 

 

A nursery is provided for all Sunday Services and during the Sunday School hour. 
 

First Time Visitors - Please stop by our Welcome Center  to sign our guest book and get information about St. Matthew’s.  
 

Baby changing tables are available in the two restrooms across from the church offices and in the nursery.   

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
 

Sunday, December 26 The Feast of St. Stephen 
 8:30 Contemporary Eucharist 
          11:00 Traditional Eucharist 
Monday, December 27 
 Church Office closed. 
 9:00 Counting Team - Finance Office 
 5:00 Evening Prayer  
 7:00 Midtown AA - McCombs 
 7:00 Harbour Towne Band rehearsal - Choir Room 
Tuesday, December 28 
         10:00 Prayer Group - Library 
         11:00 Social Ministry 
 6:00 Girl Scouts #354 - Rm. 117 
Wednesday, December 29 
 8:30 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study - McCombs 
         12:00 Healing Eucharist 
Thursday, December 30 
           7:00 Boy Scouts - McSwain 
 7:00 Midtown AA - McCombs 
Friday, December 31 New Year’s Ever 
 Church Office closed. 
Saturday, January 1 
 6:00 Eucharist 
Sunday, January 2 Second Sunday after Christmas 
 8:30 Traditional Eucharist 
          11:00 Traditional Eucharist 
            

_______________________________________ 

 
A reminder that the deadline for all 2021 contributions 
is as follows: 

 Put in the offering plate by Wednesday, December 29. 
 Brought to the Church Office by 5pm, Thurs., December 30. 
 If mailed, postmarked by Friday, December 31. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

From the Finance Office: Please do not put envelopes or  
papers under the door or in the bin next to the door. All  
envelopes and correspondence should be put in the door slot 
where they will be securely deposited into the dropbox.  
 
Counters are needed for January. Please sign-up on the big 
board in the Commons or contact Carol Roller. 
 
Curious about helping with Hospice Meals but unsure of what 
it entails?  Send a message to Sue Mowrey at mowreysu@gmail.com  
to receive a copy of the instructions, including "meal" ideas.   
Take a look and see. It's not as hard as it sounds!  
 
The 2022 Sunday School Sponsor sign-up sheet is posted on 
the board in the Commons. 
 
Altar Flowers has one slot open for January 30. Several 
slots are open February through August. Please see the chart in 
the Commons to sign up. 
 
Our next New Disciples Class for adults new to the Lutheran 
church is on Saturday, January 29, from 9 a.m. to noon. Those, 
who have never been baptized with water in the name of the 
Triune God, will also be prepared for Holy Baptism. New 
Member Orientation for confirmed Lutheran transfers and 
those who attended the New Disciples Class will be on Saturday, 
February 26, from 9 - 11:30 a.m. We will receive new members 
February 26-27. To express your interest in joining St. Matthew's, 
please email Donna Capozio at dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org.  
 
Infant Baptisms for the children of St. Matthew's members 
will be scheduled upon request. Baptisms of the children of 
those joining in February 2022 will be scheduled for the day 
their parents are received into membership or on a day after 
the parents have joined. Please call or email Pastor Zumwalt 
at 910-791-4582 x200 or szumwalt@bellsouth.net.  
 
Christian marriage is between one biological man and one 
biological woman according to the Lord Jesus (Matthew 19:4-6). 
Those preparing for Christian marriage at St. Matthew's are 
members of the parish, take the Prepare inventory, and meet with  
Pastor Zumwalt a minimum of four sessions several months 
prior to their wedding date. A wedding booklet with additional 
details about the worship service for the marriage of Christians 
will be given to the couple at the beginning of the pre-marriage 
preparation process.   
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